
BOTH CHAMBERS
1. Minimum Wage Increase (2024 – HB 1 /SB 1): 
Increase the minimum wage to $13.50/ hour effective 
January 1, 2025, and to $15/hour effective January 
1, 2026. A “NO” vote supports the NFIB position. 
Passed the Senate 21-19. Passed the House 51-49. 
Vetoed by the governor.

2. Vicarious Liability (2025 – HB 1730/SB 894): Expand 
employer liability for personal injury or wrongful death 
of vulnerable victims by holding employers vicariously 
liable based on employee contact likelihood and lack 
of reasonable care.  A “NO” vote supports the NFIB 
position. Passed the Senate 30-7. Passed the House  
51-43. Signed by the governor.

3. Virginia Department of Workforce Development 
and Advancement (2024 – SB 436): The legislation 
builds upon the 2023 legislation creating the Virginia 
Department of Workforce Development and 
Advancement.  The bill makes the Department 
responsible for developing the formula for providing 
30 percent of Workforce Innovation and Opportunity 
Act (WIOA) Adult and Dislocated Worker funds. The 
bill also makes the Office of Education and Labor 
Market Alignment, in consultation with the Virginia 
Board of Workforce Development, responsible for 
establishing the high-demand fields for which noncredit 
workforce training programs may be offered by eligible 
educational institutions. A “YES” vote supports the 
NFIB position. Passed the Senate 39-0. Passed the 
House 98-0. Signed by the governor.

4. Mandatory Paid Leave Tax and Program (2024 – SB 
373): Requires the Virginia Employment Commission 
to establish and administer a paid family and medical 
leave insurance program with benefits beginning 

January 1, 2027. Funding for the program is provided 
through a tax assessed to employers and employees 
beginning January 1, 2026. The bill provides that the 
amount of a benefit is 80 percent of the employee’s 
average weekly wage, capped at 12 weeks a year.  
Additionally, a state appropriation ($70m in 2025) 
is necessary to fund the program until enough tax 
revenue is generated to cover the costs. A “NO” vote 
supports the NFIB position. Passed the Senate 21-19. 
Passed the House 50-46. Vetoed by the governor.

5. Minimum Wage Increase (2025 – HB 1928): 
Increases the minimum wage to $13.50 per hour 
effective January 1, 2026, and to $15.00 per hour 
effective January 1, 2027. The bill requires the 
Commissioner of Labor and Industry to establish an 
adjusted state hourly minimum wage by October 1, 
2027. A “NO” vote supports the NFIB position. Passed 
the Senate 21-19. Passed the House 50-47. Vetoed by 
the governor.
 
6. Mandatory Paid Leave Tax and Program (2025 – HB 
2531): Requires the Virginia Employment Commission 
to establish and administer a paid family and medical 
leave insurance program with benefits beginning 
January 1, 2028. Funding for the program is provided 
through a tax assessed to employers and employees 
beginning January 1, 2027. The bill provides that the 
amount of a benefit is 80 percent of the employee’s 
average weekly wage, capped at 12 weeks a year.  
Additionally, a state appropriation ($75m in 2026) 
is necessary to fund the program until enough tax 
revenue is generated to cover the costs. A “NO” vote 
supports the NFIB position. Passed the Senate 21-18 
Passed the House 51-48. Vetoed by the governor.
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Votes by your state legislators on key small business issues are listed here. Although this Voting Record does not 
reflect all elements considered by a lawmaker when voting, nor does it represent a complete profile of a legislator, 
it can be a guide in evaluating your legislator’s attitudes toward small business. Please thank those legislators who 
supported small business. 
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Aird, Laschrecse
Bagby, Lamont
Boysko, Jennifer
Carroll Foy, Jennifer
Cifers, Luther
Craig, Christie
Deeds, Creigh
DeSteph, Bill
Diggs, Danny
Durant, Tara
Ebbin, Adam
Favola, Barbara
French, Timmy
Hackworth, Travis
Hashmi, Ghazala
Head, Chris
Jordan, Emily
Locke, Mamie
Lucas, Louise
Marsden, Dave
McDougle, Ryan
McPike, Jeremy
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Obenshain, Mark
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Rouse, Aaron
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Stuart, Richard
Sturtevant, Glen
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Cherry, Mike
Clark, Nadarius
Cohen, Laura Jane
Cole, Joshua
Convirs-Fowler, Kelly
Cordoza, A.C.
Cousins, Rae
Coyner, Carrie
Davis, Will
Delaney, Karrie
Earley, Mark
Ennis, Baxter (Open)
Feggans, Michael
Fowler, Buddy
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Kent, Hillary Pugh
Keys-Gamarra, Karen
Kilgore, Terry
Knight, Barry
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LeVere Bolling, Destiny
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Scott, Don
Scott, Phillip
Seibold, Holly
Sewell, Briana
Shin, Irene
Sickles, Mark
Simon, Marcus
Simonds, Shelly
Singh, J.J.
Sullivan, Rip
Tata, Anne Ferrell
Taylor, Kim
Thomas, Josh
Torian, Luke
Tran, Kathy
Wachsmann, Otto
Walker, Wendell
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Zehr, Eric
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