
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SB 72 Coalition Support 
Page 2 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

jurup 



SB 72 Coalition Support 
Page 3 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
February 12, 2025 
 
The Honorable Scott Weiner       The Honorable Ben Allen 
Chair, Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Committee   Chair, Senate Budget Sub 2 
1020 N Street, Room 502      1021 O Street, Suite 4024 
Sacramento, CA 95814       Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
The Honorable Jesse Gabriel       The Honorable Steve Bennett 
Chair, Assembly Budget Committee     Chair, Assembly Budget Sub 4 
1021 O Street, Suite 8230      1021 O Street, Suite 4710 
Sacramento, CA 95814       Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 
RE:  California Water Plan Budget Request – SUPPORT  
 
Dear Honorable Chairs,  
 
The California Municipal Utilities Association (CMUA), California State Association of Counties (CSAC), 
and California Council for Environmental and Economic Balance (CCEEB), co-sponsors of SB 72 
(Caballero), and the coalition of organizations above, are pleased to support Senator Caballero’s 
California Water Plan Budget Request submitted to your respective committees on January 17, 2025. 

We support the request that the 2025-26 Budget include $6.8 million in ongoing funds for five years and 
$3.4 million ongoing for the Department of Water Resources (DWR) to update and modernize the 
California Water Plan and develop long-term targets for the state’s future water supply.  
 
There is an urgent need for California to develop reasonable targets that will complement and amplify 
Governor Newsom’s Water Supply Strategy and extend beyond any single Administration. Given the 
extreme climate impacts of the 21st century, an expanding economy, a growing population, the 
anticipated reductions from existing water resources, and the controls on the use of groundwater, 
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California must align the state’s water supply strategy and policies with a complementary target that will 
result in an adequate and reliable water supply for the environment, agriculture, and the economy. SB 72 
would modernize the California Water Plan statute and its provisions by establishing long-term water 
supply targets for the state to achieve and would update the requirement that state agencies develop a 
plan to achieve those targets in consultation with local water agencies, wastewater service providers, 
irrigation districts, and others.  

DWR has identified the funding needed to implement the update to the California Water Plan to be $6.8 
million in ongoing funding for the first five years and $3.4 million in ongoing funding. Without clearly 
defined water supply targets and strategic planning to achieve the targets, the state will continue to 
experience devastating water shortages in the future. Adequate funding for DWR to update and 
modernize the California Water Plan will help us avoid water scarcity and help to ensure a drought-proof 
future.  

We are pleased to support this budget request and urge your consideration to allocate this funding in 
the 2025-26 Budget. If you have any questions about our position, please contact Andrea Abergel with 
CMUA at aabergel@cmua.org or (916) 841-4060.  

Sincerely, 

Andrea Abergel 
Director of Water 
California Municipal Utilities Association 
 
Graham Knaus 
Executive Director 
California State Association of Counties 
 
Tim Carmichael  
President/CEO 
CCEEB 
 
Debbie Murdock 
Executive Director 
Association of California Egg Farmers 
 
Julia Bishop Hall  
Senior Legislative Advocate 
Association of California Water Agencies  
 
Adrian Covert 
Senior VP, Public Policy 
Bay Area Council  
 
Steve Lenton 
General Manager 
Bellflower Somerset Mutual Water Company 
 

Nicole Helms 
Executive Director 
California Alfalfa and Forage Association  
 
Todd W. Sanders 
Executive Director 
California Apple Commission 
 
Claudia Carter 
Executive Director 
California Association of Wheat Growers 
 
John Aguirre 
President  
California Association of Winegrape Growers 
 
Jane Townsend 
Executive Director 
California Bean Shippers Association 
 
Todd Sanders 
Executive Director 
California Blueberry Association 
 
Dan Dunmoyer 
President and CEO 
California Building Industry Association 
 

mailto:aabergel@cmua.org
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Kristopher Anderson 
Policy Advocate 
California Chamber of Commerce 
 
Roger Isom 
President/CEO 
California Cotton Ginners and Growers Assoc.  
 
Alex Biering 
Senior Policy Advocate 
California Farm Bureau  
 
Daniel Hartwig  
President  
California Fresh Fruit Association 
 
Chris Zanobini 
President/CEO 
California Grain and Feed Association 
 
Lance Hastings 
President & CEO 
California Manufacturers & Technology Assoc. 
 
Chris Zanobini 
Executive Director 
California Pear Growers Association 
 
Chris Zanobini 
Executive Vice-President 
California Seed Association 
 
Ann Quinn 
Executive Vice President  
California State Floral Association 
 
Robert Verloop 
Executive Director/CEO 
California Walnuts 
 
Ann Quinn 
Executive Vice President  
California Warehouse Association 
 
Sharron Zoller 
President 
California Women for Agriculture 
 
Kristine McCaffrey  
General Manager 
Calleguas Municipal Water District 

Tom Moody 
General Manager 
City of Corona 
 
Patricia Lock Dawson 
Mayor 
City of Riverside 
 
Elizabeth Espinosa 
County of Riverside 
 
J. M. Barrett 
General Manager  
Coachella Valley Water District 
 
John Bosler, P.E. 
General Manager and CEO 
Cucamonga Valley Water District  
 
Mark Orcutt 
President & CEO 
East Bay Leadership Council 
 
Joe Mouawad, P.E. 
General Manager 
Eastern Municipal Water District  
 
Jim Abercrombie  
General Manager 
El Dorado Irrigation District  
 
Greg Thomas 
General Manager 
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District  
 
Joani Woelfel 
President & CEO 
Farwest Equipment Dealers Association  
 
Joe Gagliardi 
Chief Executive Officer 
Folsom Chamber of Commerce  
 
Jason Phillips 
CEO 
Friant Water Authority  
 
Christopher Valdez 
President 
Grower-Shipper Association 
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Paul Cook 
General Manager 
Irvine Ranch Water District 
 
David Pedersen 
General Manager 
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District  
 
Matt Hurley 
General Manager 
McMullin Area GSA 
 
Paul Schoenberger, P.E. 
General Manager 
Mesa Water District  
 
Kevin Abernathy 
Manager 
Milk Producers Council  
 
Jimi Netniss 
General Manager 
Modesto Irrigation District  
 
Justin Scott-Coe 
General Manager 
Monte Vista Water District  
 
Patrick Ellis 
ACE/ President/CEO 
Murrieta/Wildomar Chamber of Commerce  
 
John Kabateck 
State Director  
National Federation of Independent Business  
 
Joanne Webster 
Chief Executive Officer 
North Bay Leadership Council 
 
David Guy 
Executive Director 
Northern California Water Association  
 
Todd Sanders 
Executive Director 
Olive Growers Council of California 
 
Kim Thorner 
General Manager 
Olivenhain Municipal Water District  

Chris Zanobini 
Executive Officer  
Pacific Coast Renderers Association 
 
Debbie Murdock 
Executive Director 
Pacific Egg and Poultry Association 
 
Dennis LaMoreaux 
General Manager  
Palmdale Water District  
 
Jason Martin 
Interim General Manager 
Rancho California Water District 
 
Jon Switalski 
Executive Director 
Rebuild So-Cal Partnership 
 
Tom Coleman 
General Manager 
Rowland Water District  
 
Lisa Yamashita-Lopez 
General Manager 
Rubio Cañon Land and Water Association  
 
Amanda Blackwood  
President & CEO  
Sac Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce  
 
Miguel J. Guerrero 
P.E. General Manager 
San Bernardino Municipal Water Department  
 
Heather Dyer 
General Manager 
San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District  
 
Paul Helliker 
General Manager 
San Juan Water District 
 
Matt Stone 
General Manager 
Santa Clarita Valley Water District  
 
Chris Lee 
General Manager 
Solano County Water Agency  
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Peter M. Rietkerk 
General Manager 
South San Joaquin Irrigation District  
 
Eric McLeod 
Chair 
Southwest California Legislative Council  
 
Justin M. Hopkins 
General Manager 
Stockton East Water District  
 
Jeff R. Pape 
General Manager 
Temescal Valley Water District  
 
Matthew Litchfield 
General Manager 
Three Valleys Municipal Water District 
 
Fernando Paludi 
General Manager 
Trabuco Canyon Water District  
 
Brad Koehn 
General Manager 
Turlock Irrigation District  
 
Kirti Mutatkar 
President & CEO 
United Ag 
 
Vince Gin, P.E. 
Deputy Operating Officer 
Valley Water   
 
Elizabeth Howard Espinosa 
UCC Advocacy Team 
Urban Counties of California  
 
Bob Reeb  
Executive Director  
Valley Ag Water Coalition 
 
Gary Arant 
General Manager 
Valley Center Municipal Water District  
 
Erik Hutchman 
P.E. General Manager 
Walnut Valley Water District  

E.J. Caldwell 
Acting General Manager  
West Basin Municipal Water District 
 
Valerie Pryor 
General Manager 
Zone 7 Water Agency 
 
Roger Isom  
President/CEO 
Western Agricultural Processors Association  
 
Dave Puglia 
President & CEO 
Western Growers  
 
Sharon Haligan 
Director, Administrative Services 
Western Plant Health 
 
Craig Miller 
General Manager 
Western Water  
 
Norman Huff 
General Manager 
Camrosa Water District 
 
Chris Berch 
General Manager 
Jurupa Community Services District  
 
Brian R. Laddusaw 
General Manager 
Rubidoux Community Services District  
 
James Prior  
General Manager 
San Gabriel County Water District  
 
Jeff Mosher 
General Manager 
Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority  
 
Jose Martinez 
General Manager 
Valley County Water District 
 
John Thiel 
General Manager  
West Valley Water District  
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Sarah Wiltfong 
Director of Advocacy  
BizFed Los Angeles County 

Amber Bolden  
Director of Communications 
Black Voice News  

Jeff Montejano 
CEO 
Building Industry Assoc. of Southern CA 

Joseph Lillio 
Interim General Manager  
Burbank Water and Power 

Melanie Barker  
President  
California Association of Realtors 

Robert C. Lapsley 
President  
California Business Roundtable 

Greg Johnson  
President  
California Farm Water Coalition 

Julian Canete 
President and CEO  
California Hispanic Chambers of Commerce 

Jennifer Capitolo 
Executive Director  
California Water Association 

Sheri Merrick 
Executive Director  
Citrus Heights Chamber of Commerce 

Jeremy Smith 
Council Member 
City of Canyon Lake 

Joe Males 
Mayor 
City of Hemet 

Natasha Johnson  
Council Member  
City of Lake Elsinore 

Chris Barajas 
Council Member 
City of Jurupa Valley 

Dr. Lisa DeForest 
Mayor Pro Tem 
City of Murrieta  

Paul Leon  
Mayor  
City of Ontario 

Daniel E. Garcia  
Interim General Manager 
City of Riverside Public Utilities 

Connie Stopher  
Executive Director  
Economic Development Coalition 

Ana Martin 
Governmental Affairs Manager 
Greater Riverside Chambers of Commerce 

Eric Keen  
Chairman of Board of Directors 
HDR Engineering  

Jack Monger 
CEO 
Industrial Environmental Association 

Wes Andree 
Executive Director  
Jurupa Mountain Discovery Center 

Ana Martin 
Staff Liaison 
Monday Morning Group of Riverside 

Judi Penman 
President & CEO  
San Bernardino Area Chamber of Commerce 

Luis Portillo 
President & CEO 
San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership 

Aziz Amiri 
CEO 
San Gabriel Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce 
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Adam Ruiz 
Governmental Affairs Director 
SRCAR  

Molly Kirkland 
Director of Public Affairs  
Southern CA Rental Housing Association 

Stephan Tucker  
General Manager 
Water Replenishment District 

Steve Johnson  
General Manager 
Desert Water Agency 

Erik Hitchman 
Administrative Office 
Puente Basin Water Agency 

Melissa Sparks-Kranz, MPP 
Legislative Affairs Lobbyist 
League of California Cities 

Dan Denham 
General Manager 
San Diego County Water Authority 

David M. Merritt 
General Manager 
Kings River Conservation District 

Steven Haugen 
Watermaster 
Kings River Water Association 

Kat Wuelfing 
General Manager 
Mid-Peninsula Water District 

Jennifer Pierre 
General Manager 
State Water Contractors 

Mauricio Guardado 
General Manager 
United Water Conservation District 

Nicole Stanfield 
Public Information Officer  

Harvey De La Torre 
General Manager 
Municipal Water District of Orange County 

Charles Wilson 
Executive Director 
Southern California Water Coalition 

Glenn Farrel 
Executive Director 
CalDesal 

Casey Creamer 
President 
California Citrus Mutual 

Tricia Geringer 
Vice President of Government Affairs 
Agricultural Council of California 

John Urdi 
Executive Director 
Mammoth Lakes Tourism 

Lacy Schoen 
President/CEO 
Brea Chamber of Commerce 

Gina Molinaro-Cardera 
Board Supervisor 
Dublin Chamber of Commerce 

Lance Eckhart  
General Manager  
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency 

Jim Ferrin 
President 
California Alliance for Golf 

Jim Piefer 
Executive Director 
Regional Water Authority 

Federico Barajas 
Executive Director 
San Luis & Delta Mendota Water Authority 

Santa Margarita Water District 




