
May 2018

Index Component
Seasonally 

Adjusted Level
Change from 
Last Month

Contribution to 
Index Change

Plans to Increase Employment                        20%                           2                             *%
Plans to Make Capital Outlays                              27%                                 0                                  *%
Plans to Increase Inventories                            2%                            3                            *%
Expect Economy to Improve                                  13%                                 2                                   *%
Expect Real Sales Higher                                  20%                            1                              *%
Current Inventory                                           -4%                           2                           *%
Current Job Openings                                    38%                           1                           *%
Expected Credit Conditions                              -4%                             3                             *%
Now a Good Time to Expand                          25%                            2                            *%
Earnings Trends                                                           -3%                                    5                                    *%
Total Change                                                                                          19         100%
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three months ago? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .        12

During the last three months, was your firm able to
satisfy its borrowing needs? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .        13

Do you expect to find it easier or harder to obtain your
required financing during the next three months? . . . . . . . . . . . . .    13

If you borrow money regularly (at least once every three
months) as part of your business activity, how does the
rate of interest payable on your most recent loan compare
with that paid three months ago? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      14
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