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Issues: 2005 — 2006 Sessions Roll-call votes by your state legislators on the following key
small-business issues during the 122nd Maine Legislature are listed inside. Although this Voting Record does
not reflect all elements or votes considered by a lawmaker during the two-year session, nor does it represent a
complete profile of a legislator, it can be a guide in evaluating your legislator’s attitude toward small business
on the issues presented in this document. Please also remember that many issues that affected small busi-
nesses did not receive a roll-call vote. Please thank those legislators who supported small business and start a
conversation with those whose votes were not considered supportive.

1. Health Savings Accounts (LD 195):
Permits state income-tax deduction for con-
tributions to health savings accounts as of
Jan. 1. Businesses and individuals will no
longer have to pay state income taxes on
their savings for health-care expenses. A
“Yes” vote supports the NFIB position.
Passed 33 — 0 in the Senate; passed 122 — 10
in the House. (2005)

2.Minimum-Wage Increase (LD 235):
Raises the state minimum wage to $6.75 this
October and to $7 in October 2007. At $7 an
hour, Maine will have one of the highest
wage floors in the nation, and as a percent-
age of average wages, the Maine minimum-
wage rate will be among the top five
nationally. A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. Passed 19 — 15 in the Senate; passed
73 —70 in the House. (2006)

3. Part-Time UI Benefits (LD 309): Would
have removed the sunset on the part-time
unemployment-benefits law and makes this
new benefit permanent. About half the states
permit benefits for part-time unemployed
workers who only seek part-time work.
Unable to muster enough votes to remove
the sunset, the Legislature voted instead to
extend the sunset until mid-September
2008. The vote listed here is on the attempt

to remove the sunset. A “No” vote supports
the NFIB position. Passed 18 — 16 in the
Senate; there was no comparable vote in the
House. (2005)

4. Sales-Tax Expansion Referendum (LD
484): Would have sought a referendum vote
this November on removing sales-tax
exemptions (i.e., expanding the sales tax to
services). The cleverly worded advisory ref-
erendum would have made it politically eas-
ier for legislators to place a sales tax on
personal, business, professional and amuse-
ment services. A “No” vote supports the
NFIB position. Passed 19 — 15 in the Senate;
defeated 56 — 83 in the House. (2006)

5. Responsible Contractor Standards (LD
546): Would have established numerous
requirements—including health insurance
for employees and various training require-
ments for construction companies—in
order to bid on state contracts. A “No” vote
supports the NFIB position. Defeated 14 —
21 in the Senate; defeated 56 — 83 in the
House. (2005)

6. Sick-Leave Usage (LD 1044): Requires
employers with 25 or more employees to
allow an employee who receives paid leave,
such as sick or vacation time, to use that

time to care for an immediate family
member who is ill. A “No” note supports the
NFIB position on accepting the committee
report that recommended including
employers with 15 or more employees.
Passed 19 — 14 in the Senate; passed 76 — 60
in the House. (2005)

7.Small-Business Advocacy (LD 1263):
Creates the Office of Small Business and
Entrepreneurship within the Department of
Economic and Community Development.
Also reestablishes the Regulatory Fairness
Board. A “Yes” vote supports the NFIB posi-
tion. Passed 146 — 0 in the House; no
recorded vote was taken in the Senate. (2005)

8. Employer Political Gag Proposal (LD
1924): Would have prohibited an employer
from taking an adverse employment action
because an employee refused to attend an
employer-sponsored meeting or participate
in any communication about the employer’s
views on a political matter, such as a referen-
dum issue, candidate or holder of public
office or whether to join a political or labor
organization. A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. Defeated 10 — 24 in the Senate;
defeated 119 — 27 in the House. (2006)

9. Health-Insurance Bid Preference (LD
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1943): Would have prohibited the Maine
State Housing Authority from rating bids on
preferences—contractor and subcontractor
health-insurance coverage of employees, for
example—that are not specifically author-
ized by law or regulation. Gov. Baldacci,
refusing to sign the legislation, instead pocket
vetoed it. A “Yes” vote supported the NFIB
position. Passed 22 — 12 in the Senate; no
recorded vote was taken in the House. (2006)

10. Business Personal-Property Tax Relief
(LD 2056): Establishes a personal-property
tax exemption for qualifying equipment that
is placed into service after March 2008 and
extends the Business Equipment Tax
Reimbursement program for retail firms
that are excluded from the new exemption.
A “Yes” vote supports the NFIB position.
Passed 34 — 0 in the Senate; passed 123 — 18
in the House. (2006)

VOTING KEY

Y = VOTED “YES”

N = VOTED “NO”

X = ABSENT

E = EXCUSED
NA =
% =

TOO FEW VOTES FOR NFIB %

PERCENTAGE OF VOTES FOR THE
NFIB POSITION

MAINE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MAINE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Issue Number 124567810 % Issue Number 124567810 %
NFIB Position Y NNNNYYY 100%  NFIB Position YNNNNYYY 100%
Herbert Adams (D-Portland) YYYYYYYY 50% JohnW.Churchill (R-Washburn) YNNNNYYY 100%
James D. Annis (R-Dover-Foxcroft) YNNNYYYY 88% HerbertE. Clark (D-Millinocket) YYYYYYNY 38%
Walter E. Ash Jr. (D-Belfast) YYYYYYYN 38% HaroldA. Clough (R-Scarborough) YNNNNYYY 100%
Susan M. Austin (R-Gray) Y NNNNYYY 100% RonaldF. Collins (R-Wells) YNNNNYYY 100%
Christopher W. Babbidge (D-Kennebunk) YYYYYYYY 50% Margaret M. Craven (D-Lewiston) NYYYYYNY 25%
Christopher R. Barstow (D-Gorham) YYYNXYYY 71%  PhilipA. Cressey Jr. (R-Cornish) YNNNNYYY 100%
Stephen R. Beaudette (D-Biddeford) XYYNYYYY 57%  Charles Earl Crosby Il (D-Topsham) YXY XYY XY 60%
Robert A. Berube (R-Lisbon) Y NXNXYYX 100%  Robert H. Crosthwaite (R-Ellsworth) YNNXXYYY 100%
Leonard Earl Bierman (R-Sorrento) YNNXNYYY 100%  GlennA. Cummings (D-Portland) YYYYYYYY 50%
George R. Bishop Jr. (R-Boothbay) Y NNNXYYY 100%  Darlene J. Curley (R-Scarborough) YNNNNYYY 100%
Richard D. Blanchard (D-Old Town) YYYYXYYY 57%  Philip A Curtis (R-Madison) YNNNNYYY 100%
Patricia A. Blanchette (D-Bangor) YYYYYXYN 29%  RobertA. Daigle (R-Arundel) YNNNNYYY 100%
Lawrence Bliss (D-South Portland) XYYYYYNY 29%  Gerald M. Davis (R-Falmouth) YNNNYYYY 88%
Stephen L. Bowen (R-Rockport) YNNNNYYY 100%  Kimberly J. Davis (R-Augusta) YNNNNYYY 100%
David E. Bowles (R-Sanford) Y NNNNYYY 100%  Timothy E. Driscoll (D-Westbrook) XYYNXYYY 67%
Joseph C. Brannigan (D-Portland) XYYYYYYY 43%  RobertS. Duchesne (D-Hudson) YYYYYYYY 50%
John R. Brautigam (D-Falmouth) YYYYYYNY 38% Benjamin F. Dudley (D-Portland) XYYYYYYY 43%
Richard B. Brown (R-South Berwick) YYXNNYYY 86% EdwardR. Dugay (D-Cherryfield) XYNNYYYY 71%
William P. Browne (R-Vassalboro) YNNNNYYY 100% Michael E. Dunn (D-Bangor) XYYYYYYY 43%
Mark E. Bryant (D-Windham) NYYYYYNN 13%  Robert W. Duplessie (D-Westbrook) YYYYYYNY 38%
Joan Bryant-Deschenes (R-Turner) XNNXXYYY 100%  Brian M. Duprey (R-Hampden) YNNNYYYY 88%
Richard J. Burns (D-Berwick) XXYYYYNN 17%  Jane E. Eberle (D-South Portland) YYYYYYYY 50%
Emily Ann Cain (D-Orono) YYYYYYYY 50%  John Eder (G-Portland) NYYYYYNN 13%
James J. Campbell Sr. (R-Newfield) YYNNYYYN 63%  Peter Edgecomb (R-Caribou) YNNNNYYY 100%
Marilyn E. Canavan (D-Waterville) NYYYYYYN 25% Harold lan Emery (R-Cutler) YNNNNYY X 100%
Roderick W. Carr (R-Lincoln) Y NNNNYYY 100%  Sean Faircloth (D-Bangor) YYYYYYYY 50%
Richard M. Cebra (R-Naples) Y NNNNYYY 100%  DavidW. Farrington (D-Gorham) YYYNYYYY 63%
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MAINE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MAINE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Issue Number 124567810 %  lIssue Number 124567810 %
NFIB Position Y NNNNYYY 100%  NFIB Position YNNNNYYY 100%
Edward D. Finch (D-Fairfield) YYYNYYYN 50% Howard E. McFadden (R-Dennysville) YNNNNYYY 100%
Jeremy R. Fischer (D-Presque Isle) YYNNYYYY 75% Jonathan B. McKane (R-Newcastle) YNNNNYYY 100%
Charles D. Fisher (D-Brewer) YYYYYYYY 50%  Terrence P. McKenney (R-Cumberland) YNNNNYYY 100%
Stacey Allen Fitts (R-Pittsfield) Y NNNNYYY 100%  Everett W. McLeod Sr. (R-Lee) YNNNNYYY 100%
Kenneth C. Fletcher (R-Winslow) YNNNNYYN 88% Barbara E. Merrill (U-Appleton) YYNNYYYY 75%
Patrick S. A. Flood (R-Winthrop) YNNNNYYY 100%  Elizabeth S. Miller (D-Somerville) YYYYYYYY 50%
Stan Gerzofsky (D-Brunswick) NYYXYXYY 33% H. Sawin Millett, Jr. (R-Waterford) YNNNNYYY 100%
Kevin J. Glynn (R-South Portland) YYNNNYYY 88% JanetT. Mills (D-Farmington) YNYNYYYY 75%
Connie Goldman (D-Cape Elizabeth) YYYYYYYY 50%  Stanley A. Moody (D-Manchester) XNXYYYYY 67%
Christian D. Greeley (R-Levant) XNXNNYYX 100%  Gary W. Moore (R-Standish) XXXXXYYX NA
Carol A. Grose (D-Woolwich) NYXYYYNX 17% Bradley S. Moulton (R-York) YNNNYYYY 88%
Darren M. Hall (R-Holden) YNNNNYYY 100%  Roberta M. Muse (R-Fryeburg) YNNNNYYY 100%
James M. Hamper (R-Oxford) Y NNNNYYY 100% Joan M. Nass (R-Acton) YNNNNYYY 100%
Bruce Q. Hanley (R-Paris) Y NNNNYYY 100% Jacqueline R. Norton (D-Bangor) XYYYYYNY 29%
Stephen P. Hanley (D-Gardiner) YYYYYYYY b50% Robert W. Nutting (R-Oakland) YNNNNYYY 100%
Charles William Harlow (D-Portland) YYYYXYYY 57% Lillian LaFontaine O'Brien (D-Lewiston) YYYYYYNY 38%
George W. Hogan Sr. (D-Old Orchard Beach) Y Y Y YY Y Y Y 50%  David N. Ott (R-York) XNXNXYYX 100%
Randy E. Hotham (R-Dixfield) XYNNNXYY 83% Rosaire “Ross” Paradis Jr. (D-Frenchville) Y YY YY Y Y Y 50%
Deborah J. Hutton (D-Bowdoinham) NYYYYYNN 13%  JohnL. Patrick (D-Rumford) YYYYYYNN 25%
Troy D. Jackson (D-Allagash) YYYYYYNN 25% LeilaJ. Percy (D-Phippsburg) YYYYYYNY 38%
Lawrence E. Jacobsen (R-Waterboro) YNNNNYYY 100%  AnneC. Perry (D-Calais) YYYYYYYY 50%
Rodney C. Jennings (D-Leeds) YYYYYYYY 50%  DonaldE. Pilon (D-Saco) YYYNYYNY 50%
Arlan R. Jodrey (R-Bethel) Y NNNNYYY 100% Raymond G. Pineau (D-Jay) YYXYYYNX 33%
Henry L. Joy (R-Crystal) YNNNNYYY 100% Hannah M. Pingree (D-North Haven) YYYYYYNY 38%
Jeff Kaelin (R-Winterport) YNXNNYYX 100%  Wright H. Pinkham Sr. (R-Lexington Twp.) Y NN NNY Y N 88%
Theodore S. Koffman (D-Bar Harbor) YYYYYYYY 50% JohnF. Piotti (D-Unity) YYYYYYYY 50%
Scott E. Lansley (R-Sabattus) YNNNNY XY 100%  Gary E. Plummer (R-Windham) YNNNNYYY 100%
Arthur L. Lerman (D-Augusta) XYYYYYYY 43%  Christopher W. Rector (R-Thomaston) YNNNNYYY 100%
Sarah O. Lewin (R-Eliot) Y NNNNYYY 100% David E. Richardson (R-Carmel) YNNNXYYN 86%
R. Kenneth Lindell (R-Frankfort) Y NNNNYYY 100% Earl E. Richardson (R-Greenville) YNNNNYYY 100%
Jacqueline A. Lundeen (D-Mars Hill) XYNNXYYN 67%  JohnRichardson (D-Brunswick) YYYYYYYY 50%
Elaine C. Makas (D-Lewiston) YYYYYYNY 38% Maitland E. Richardson (R-Skowhegan) YNNXNYYY 100%
Donald G. Marean (R-Hollis) YNNNNYYN 88%  WesleyE. Richardson (R-Warren) YNNNNYYY 100%
Boyd P. Marley (D-Portland) YYYYYYNY 38%  PeterL. Rines (D-Wiscasset) YYYYYYYY 50%
Lisa T. Marraché (D-Waterville) XYY YXYYY 50% JohnC. Robinson (R-Raymond) YNXNNXY X 100%
Edward J. Mazurek (D-Rockland) YYY XXYNY 50%  Kimberley C. Rosen (R-Bucksport) XNNNNYYY 100%
Earle L. McCormick (R-West Gardiner) Y NNNNYYY 100%  SonyaG.Sampson (D-Auburn) YNY XYYXY 67%
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MAINE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAINE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Issue Number 124567810 %  lIssue Number 124567810 %
NFIB Position Y NNNNYYY 100%  NFIB Position YNNNNYYY 100%
Thomas B. Saviello (U-Wilton) YNNNYYYY 88% JuddD. Thompson (D-China) YYYNYYYY 63%
James M. Schatz (D-Blue Hill) YXYNYYXY 67% A David Trahan (R-Waldoboro) YNNNXYYY 100%
H. Stedman Seavey Jr. (R-Kennebunkport) Y NN NN Y Y Y 100%  John L. Tuttle Jr. (D-Sanford) YYYYYYNY 38%
Roger L. Sherman (R-Hodgdon) YNNNNYYY 100%  Joanne T. Twomey (D-Biddeford) NYNYYYNN 25%
Thomas F. Shields (R-Auburn) Y XNNNYYY 100% Linda M. Valentino (D-Saco) YYYXYYYY 57%
Deborah L. Simpson (D-Auburn) YYXYYYNY 43%  Michael A. Vaughan (R-Durham) YNNNNYYY 100%
Nancy E. Smith (D-Monmouth) YXYXYYYY 67%  Wiliam R. Walcott (D-Lewiston) NYXXYYNX 20%
William J. Smith (D-Van Buren) NYYYYYYN 25%  Thomas R. Watson (D-Bath) YYYYYYNY 38%
Vaughn A. Stedman (R-Hartland) Y XNNNY XY 100%  David C. Webster (D-Freeport) YYYYYYYY 50%
Richard M. Sykes (R-Harrison) YNNNNYYY 100%  Walter A. Wheeler Sr. (D-Kittery) YYYYYXNY 29%
Joshua A. Tardy (R-Newport) Y NNNNYYY 100% Richard G. Woodbury (U-Yarmouth) YNYNYYYY 75%
Douglas A. Thomas (R-Ripley) YXNNNYYY 100%

MAINE SENATE MAINE SENATE

Issue Number 1234568910 %  Issue Number 1234568910 %
NFIB Position YNNNNNNYY 100%  NFIB Position YNNNNNNYY 100%
Mary Black Andrews (R-York) YNNNNXNYY 100%  Peter Mills (R-Cornville) YNNNNNNYY 100%
Philip L Bartlett Il (D-Gorham) YYYYYYNNY 33% Elizabeth H Mitchell (D-Vassalboro) XYYYYYNNY 25%
Michael F Brennan (D-Portland) YYYYYYYNY 22% Richard A Nass (R-Acton) YNNNNNNYY 100%
Lynn Bromley (D-South Portland) XYYXNNYYX 50% JohnM Nutting (D-Leeds) YYYYNXNYY 63%
Bruce S Bryant (D-Dixfield) YYYYYYYNY 22%  Joseph C Perry (D-Bangor) YYYYYYNNY 33%
Dean F Clukey (R-Houlton) YNNNNNNYY 100%  DebraD Plowman (R-Hampden) YNNNNYNYY 89%
Jonathan TE Courtney (R-Springvale) YNNNNYNYY 89% KevinL Raye (R-Perry) YNNYNYNYY 78%
Scott W Cowger (D-Hallowell) YYNYYNNYY 67% Richard W Rosen (R-Bucksport) YNNNNNNYY 100%
Dennis S Damon (D-Trenton) YYYYNYYYY 44%  Peggy R Rotundo (D-Lewiston) YYYYYYYNY 22%
Paul T Davis Sr (R-Sangerville) Y NNNNNNYY 100%  Christine R Savage (R-Union) YXXNNNXYY 100%
Bill Diamond (D-Windham) YYYYNNNYY 67% Elizabeth M Schneider (D-Orono) YYYYNYYNY 33%
Dana L Dow (R-Waldoboro) YNNNNYNYY 89% Lois A Snowe-Mello (R-Poland) Y NNNNNNYY 100%
Beth Edmonds (D-Freeport) YYYYYYYNY 22% Ethan K Strimling (D-Portland) YYYYYYYNY 22%
Kenneth T Gagnon (D-Waterville) YYYYYYYNY 22%  Nancy B Sullivan (D-Biddeford) YYYYYYNYY 44%
David R Hastings Ill (R-Fryeburg) YNNNNNNYY 100%  Karl W Turner (R-Cumberland) YNNNNNNEY 100%
Barry J Hobbins (D-Saco) YYYYYYNNY 33%  Carol Weston (R-Montville) YNNNNNNYY 100%
John L Martin (D-Eagle Lake) YYYYYYYNY 22%  Chandler E Woodcock (R-Farmington) YNNNNNNYY 100%
Arthur F Mayo, 11l (D-Bath) YYYYYYNYY 44%
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