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YOUR LEGISLATORS’ VOTING RECORD ON SMALL BUSINESS ISSUES

2007-2008 SESSION: Votes cast by members of the Vermont General
Assembly on bills or amendments of particular interest to small business
owners during the past two legislation sessions are listed below. Although
this Voting Record cannot reflect every deliberation that legislators take into

consideration when casting a particular vote, this record serves as a guide for

the purpose of evaluating lawmakers on their understanding of issues
important to small business. Please thank those legislators who assisted
NFIB efforts to promote and protect the rights of our members to own,

operate and grow their businesses.

HOUSE VOTES:

Override Veto of Energy Legislation,

1 e H.520: The 2007 vote was to deter-
mine whether Gov. Jim Douglas’ veto of
legislation that would have created an all-
fuels utility, funded with a $25 million tax
on Vermont Yankee, should be overridden.
A “No” vote supports the NFIB position.
The measure failed in the House 86—61;
92 votes were needed to override.

Workers’ Compensation, S.345: The

e 2008 vote on an amendment offered
by Rep. Pat MacDonald that would have
achieved true savings for Vermont small
businesses by enhancing workplace safety;
restructuring benefits levels; improving
fraud enforcement and return-to-work
programs; and providing an approximate
5 to 10 percent premium savings to small
businesses. A “Yes” vote supports the NFIB
position. The amendment failed 44-88.

Energy Legislation, S$.373: The 2008
3 e vote on this bill would have
required the owner of Vermont Yankee to
put up more than $400 million in cash or
financial guarantees to cover immediate
decommissioning costs if the power

facility’s license is not renewed in 2012.
The cost of this tax would have been
passed on to Vermont ratepayers in the
form of higher electricity costs in the
future. A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. The bill passed 82—60.

4 Healthcare, H.887: The 2008 vote
o onanamendment offered by Rep.
Heidi Scheuermann would have removed
two health insurance mandates from the
bill: “post-divorce” coverage and “adult
children” coverage. Additional mandates,
particularly when there are alternate ways
to achieve the same goal, would put
upward pressure on health insurance
premiums being paid by small business
owners and their workers. A “Yes” vote
supports the NFIB position. The amend-
ment failed 50-91.

Healthcare, H.887: The 2008 vote
5 o on legislation shifting more of the
cost to employer and employee private
health plans by making modifications to
existing health insurance and healthcare
statutes, adding to the list of 24 existing
mandates and expanding Catamount
Health Plan. Numerous amendments
aimed at minimizing the bill’s negative

impact failed. A “No” vote supports the
NFIB position. The bill passed 87-55.

Affordable Housing, H.863: The

e 2008 vote on legislation that would
have encouraged affordable housing in
villages and towns and provided disincen-
tives for building outside the village or
town center. A “No” vote supports the
NFIB position. The bill passed 79-61;
however, later in the session, legislation that
was much less onerous finally passed.

Property Tax; 2 vote, H.864: The

e 2008 vote on legislation that
included a provision to repeal the two-part
vote passed during the last biennium (Act
82) intending to lower the need for higher
property taxes to support education financ-
ing. A “No” vote supports the NFIB posi-
tion. The bill, including the repeal of Act
82, passed 99-38. This repeal later died in
the Senate.

Capital Gains Tax, H.888: The 2008
e vote on an amendment offered by
Rep. Chris Pearson would have removed
the 40 percent capital gains exclusion from
individual income tax for gains over
$10,000. A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. The amendment failed 37-97.

Card Check for Unionization,

e H.353: The 2007 vote on an amend-
ment that would have authorized a study of
certain unions to access workplaces for the
purpose of persuading workers to sign
cards instead of providing an opportunity
for workers to cast secret ballots. A “Yes”
vote supports the NFIB position. The
amendment failed 55-82.
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Card Check for Unionization,
1 O e H.353: The 2007 vote on
legislation that authorized certain unions
to access workplaces for the purpose of
persuading workers to sign cards instead of
providing an opportunity for workers to
cast secret ballots. A “No” vote supports
the NFIB position. The bill passed 78-59.
This legislation died in the Senate.
Property Taxes, H.526: The 2007
1 o vote on a bill that would have
reduced the upward curve on property
taxes by reining in the rate of increase on
school budgets. A “Yes” vote supports the
NFIB position. The bill passed 70-60.

Other amendments that were offered to
reduce property taxes also failed.

SENATE VOTES:
Energy Efficiency/$25 Million Tax,

1 e H.520: This 2007 vote was to pass an
amendment stripping out the $25 million
tax on one entity—Vermont Yankee. The
legislation’s purpose was to encourage the
amount of energy produced in Vermont
through renewable energy sources and to
create an all-fuels utility. A “Yes” vote sup-
ports the NFIB position. The amendment
failed 7-23. (Gov. Douglas vetoed H.520.)

Energy Efficiency/$25 Million Tax,
e H.520: This 2007 vote was to pass
legislation to increase the amount of energy
produced in Vermont and create an

all-fuels utility that would be funded with a

Yankee. A “No” vote supports the
NFIB position. The bill passed 15-14.
(Gov. Douglas vetoed H.520.)

Property Taxes, H.526: The 2007
3 o vote on abill that would have
reduced the upward curve on property
taxes by reining in the rate of increase on
school budgets. A “Yes” vote supports the
NFIB position. The bill passed 23—4.
However, all efforts in the House failed.

Minimum Wage, S.27: This 2007
4 o amendment proposed by Sens. John
Campbell, Hinda Miller and James Condos
removed a 14 cent increase in the mini-
mum wage rate for tipped employees, leav-
ing the cost of living increase in the bill. A
“Yes” vote supports the NFIB position.
The amendment passed 24—4. However,
NFIB opposed the underlying legislation.

Energy Efficiency/Using Existing

o Funds, S.94: This 2007 vote was to
pass legislation for the purposes of establish-
ing an all-fuels utility without funding;
money would have to be found within exist-
ing budgets. A “No” vote supports the
NFIB position. The legislation passed 26-3.
Although we support energy efficiency, we
opposed this legislation without funding,

Affordable Housing, H.863: The
e 2008 vote on legislation that
intended to stimulate the economy and
provide for new housing opportunities. A
“Yes” vote supports the NFIB position.

Healthcare, H.887: The 2008 vote on
7 o legislation favorably modifying the
House-passed version of the healthcare
reform initiative, removing several man-
dates and somewhat limiting the cost shift
to private-pay insureds. A “Yes” vote sup-
ports the NFIB position. The bill passed
29-0. Although NFIB remains concerned
about continued reform efforts, this ver-
sion of the legislation was much less bur-
densome.

Workers’ Compensation Reform,
8 e 5.345: The 2008 vote on legislation to
continue to keep workers’ compensation
reform discussions going throughout the
2008 session. Without the bill, efforts would
have been stymied. A “Yes” vote supports
the NFIB position. The bill passed 28-0.
However, the House chose not to deal with
this issue in a meaningful way.

Greenhouse Gas Registry, $.350: The

e 2008 vote on an amendment offered
by Sen. Vincent Illuzzi would have mini-
mized the burden of a Vermont greenhouse
gas registry on business by aligning the regis-
tration requirements with those of other
states. A “Yes” vote supports the NFIB
position. The amendment failed 11-18.

Voting Key

Vote in support of proposed legislation

Vote in opposition of proposed legislation

Did not vote

Percentage of votes favorable to NFIB position
Not enough votes to calculate percentage

$25 million tax on one entity—Vermont The bill passed 26—4.

VERMONT HOUSE VERMONT HOUSE

ISSUE NUMBER 12 3 456789101 % ISSUE NUMBER 12 3 456 7 8 9101 %
NFIB/VT POSITION NY NYNNNNYNY 100% NFIBNT POSITION NY NYNNNN Y 100%
Joe Acinapura-R N NYYNYNYNY 71% Joseph Baker-R N YN N NNNYNY 100%
Steven Adams-R N YN N NNNY N N 100% Denise Barnard-D Y NN Y N Y NY 33%
David Ainsworth-R N N YNNNNYNY 100% Clem Bissonette-D YNYNYYYNNYN 0%
George Allard-D N NN N NNNYNN 8% Donald Bostic-R N YN YNYNYNY 67%
Janet Ancel-D YNYNYYYYNYY 0% Bill Botzow-D YNYNYYYNNYY 0%
Jon Anderson-D YNY NYY Y N 0% Carolyn Branagan-R NYNYNNYNYNY 8%
Margaret Andrews-D YNYNYYYNNYY 0% Christopher Bray-D YNYNYYYNNYY 0%
William Aswad-D Y Y NY Y Y N Y 0% Patrick Brennan-R N Y NNNNYN 100%
Kenneth Atkins-D YNYNYYYYNYN 0% Cynthia Browning-D YNY YYYYNYNY 14%
Albert Audette-D Y N Y NY N NN 33% William Canfield-R N N YNNNNYNY 100%
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VERMONT HOUSE VERMONT HOUSE

ISSUE NUMBER 123 4567891011 % ISSUE NUMBER 12 3 456 7 8 91011 %
NFIBN/T POSITION NY NYNNNNYNY 100% NFIBA/T POSITION NYNYNNNNY Y 100%
Harry Chen-D Y N N N NN 0% Willem Jewett-D YNYNYY N NYN 0%
Margaret Cheney-D YNY NY N NYN 0% Mitzi Johnson-D YNYNYN NNYY 14%
*David Clark-R N Y N Y NA  WilliamJohnson-R N YN N N YN 100%
Gregory Clark-R NY NYN N Y N Y 100% Kathleen Keenan-D NNNNYN NNYY 43%
Alison Clarkson-D YNYNYYYNNYY 0% Bill Keogh-D YNNYYY N NN 29%
John Clerkin-R NY NYN NNYN 100% Duncan Kilmartin-R N Y Y NN N Y N Y 100%
Jim Condon-D NNNNYN N N Y Y 50%  WarrenKitzmiller-D N Y NYY N NY 0%
Michel Consejo-D YNY NYYYN N Y 0% TonyKlein-D YNY NYYY N Y 0%
S. Copeland-Hanza-D YNYNYYYY N 0% Thomas Koch-R N N YNN N YN 100%
Timothy Corcoran-D NNNYNNYN N N 71% Patti Komline-R NY NYNNNNYNY 100%
Gail Courcelle-D YNYNYYY N Y Y 0% JosephKrawczyk-R NY NYNNN Y N N 100%
**Howard Crawford-R Y NYNNN 100% Michele Kupersmith-D YNYNYYYNNYY 0%
Susan Davis-P Y NY NNYYYNYN 14% Leigh Larocque-R NYNYNNNNYNY 100%
David Deen-D YNYNYYYYNYY 0% Steven Larrabee-R NY NYN N N Y 100%
Dennis Devereux-R NYNYNNNNYNN 100% Mark Larson-D Y Y NY Y NNYY 0%
Andrew Donaghy-R NY NYNNNNYNN 100% Kathy Lavoie-R N N N Y N Y 100%
Anne Donahue-R NY NYNNYNYNN 8% Richard Lawrence-R NY NYNNNNYNY 100%
Johannah Donavan-D YNY YYYYNYY 0% Joan Lenes-D YNYNYYYNNYY 0%
Robert Dostis-D YNYNYYY N Y Y 0% Lucyleriche-D YNYNYYYYNYN 0%
Sarah Edwards-P YNY NNYYYNYN 14% **Robert Lewis-R Y NYNN N 100%
Alice Emmons-D YNYNYYYNNYN 0% William Lippert-D Y NYYYNNYY 0%
Joyce Errecart-R NY NYNNNNYNN 100% Judy Livingston-R NY NYNN N N 100%
Debbie Evans-D N NNNYNYNNYN 43% JasonLorher-D YNYNYYYYNYY 0%
Gail Fallar-D YNY NYYYNYNY 0% StevenMaier-D YNYNYYYNNYY 0%
Michael Fisher-D YNY NYYYYN N 0% John Malcolm-D YNYNYYYNNYN 0%
James Fitzgerald-D NNNNYNYNNY 43% Ann Manwaring-D YYYNYNNYNYN 43%
Margaret Flory-R NY NYNNNYYNN 100% Michael Marcotte-R NY NYNNN Y N Y 100%
William Frank-D YNYN YNNYY 0% Richard Marek-D YNYNYYYYNYY 0%
Patsy French-D YNYNYYYYNYN 0% Cynthia Martin-D YNYNYYYNNYN 0%
Avis Gervais-D NNNNY YY YN 29% Linda Martin-D YNY NYNYN Y 14%
Gary Gilbert-D YNNNYYYN Y Y 14%  James Masland-D YNY NYYYNNY 0%
Reginald Godin-D YNY NY YNNYY 0% Norman McAllister-R NY NYNNNNYNY 100%
Maxine Grad-D YNY NYYYN Y N 0% Virginia McCormack-D NYNYYYYNYY 0%
**Sandra Grenier-R Y NYNN N Y 100% Jim McCullough-D YNYNYYYYNYN 0%
Sandy Haas-P YNY NNYYY Y N 14%  Patricia McDonald-R Y NYNNN Y N Y 100%
Helen Head-D YNYNYYYN YN 0% Francis McFaun-R NNNNYNYYYNN 43%
Martha Heath-D YNY NYYYN N N 0% ****James McNeil-R Y NYNNN 100%
Robert Helm-R NYNYNNNN Y 100% Virginia Milkey-D NYNYYYYNYN 0%
Carol Hosford-D Y Y Y YN Y Y 0% Alice Miller-D Y Y NY Y NN Y 0%
Steven Howard-D YNYNYNYN Y 14% Sue Minter-D NYNYYYYNYN 0%
Richard Howrigan-D N N Y NYY 33% Mark Mitchell-D YNYNYYYNNYN 0%
Richard Hube-R NY NY N NN N 100% Harry Monti-D Y N NNN N NY 60%
*Cola Hudson-R N Y NY NA  AnneMook-D YNY NYYYNNYN 0%
Peter Hunt-D Y Y Y N Y 0%  John Moran-D YNY NYYNYNYN 14%
Jim Hutchinson-D YN Y N N YN 0% John Morley-R NYNYNNNNYNY 100%
Tim Jerman-D NNYN N YN 14% Mary Morrissey-R NY NYNNNNYNN 100%
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VERMONT HOUSE VERMONT HOUSE

ISSUE NUMBER 123 4567891011 %  ISSUE NUMBER 12 3 4567 8 91011 %
NFIB/VT POSITION NY NYNNNNYNY 100% NFIBNT POSITION NYNYNNNNYNY 100%
Mike Mrowicki-D YNY NYYYYNYN 0% **Loren Shaw-R N N Y N Y 100%
Linda Myers-R NYNYNNYNYN 86% Shap Smith-D YNYN Y 0%
Floyd Nease-D YNYNYYYNNYY 0% Kristy Spengler-D Y N Y Y N YN 0%
Betty Nuovo-D YNY NYYYYNYN 0% WilStevens NNY YN Y 57%
Patricia 0'Donnell-R NYNYNNNNYNN 100% ***David Sunderland-R N Y N N 100%
Michael Obuchowski-D YNYNYYYNNYN 0% Donna Sweaney-D Y Y NY Y NYY 0%
Hilde Ojibway-D YNY NYYYN N 0% Gaye Symington-D Y # # # # # # # Y 0%
Scott Orr-D YNYN YYYNYN 0% Ira Trombley-D Y Y NY YY NYY 0%
Harvey Otterman-R N N YNNYNYNN 8% Donald Turner-R N N YN Y N Y 100%
Kitty Oxholm-R NYNYNNYNYNY 8% Leo Valliere-R N Y NNN Y N Y 100%
Carolyn Partridge-D YNY NYYYNNY# 0% Richard Westman-R NY NYNNNNYNN 100%
Chris Pearson-P YNYNNYYYNYN 14% Rachel Weston-D Y NY YY N YN 0%
Janice Peaslee-R NY NYNNNNYNY 100% Scott Wheeler-R NY NNYNYNYNY 5%
Kathy Pellett-D YNYNYYYYNY 0% Philip Winters-R NYNYNNNNYNY 100%
Peter Peltz-D Y Y NYYYNNYN 0% Kurt Wright-R NYNYNNNNYNY 100%
Albert Perry-D N N YYNYN 25%  John Zenie-D YNY YYYYYNYY 14%
Mary Peterson-D YNYNYYYNYNY 0% David Zuckerman-P YNY NNYYYNYN 14%
Daryl Pillsbury-I Y N Y YNY 25%

Dave Potter-D YNY NYNYNNYN 14% * Cola Hudson, David Clark: deceased

Ann Pugh-D Y NNN Y YN N 17% ** Howard Crawford: Finished Rep. Cola Hudson’s term; Sandra Grenier:
Dexter Randall-P YNY NNYYYNYN 14% Finished Rep. David Clark’s term; Robert Lewis: Finished Rep. Loren Shaw’s
John Rodgers-D NNYYYNYNYNY 4% term

Heidi Scheuermann-R NY NYNNNNYNN 100% *** David Sunderland, Loren Shaw: Resigned

Ernest Shand-D YNY NYYY NYY 0% **** James McNeil: Finished Rep. David Sunderland’s term

David Sharpe-D YNY NYNYYNYY 14%

VERMONT SENATE VERMONT SENATE

Issue Number 12345617829 % Issue Number 123456178289 %
NFIBN/T POSITION Y NYYNYYYY 100% NFIBA/T POSITION Y NY YN Y Y Y 100%
Claire Ayer-D N Y YYYYY 63% Ginny Lyons-D N Y Y YYY YN 63%
Susan Bartlett-D N NYYYYYYN 75% Mark MacDonald-D N YNYYNYYN 38%
John Campbell-D N Y YYYYY 57%  Hull Maynard-R Y N NY Y Y Y 100%
Bill Carris-D NYYYYYYYY 63% Richard Mazza-D NNYNYYYYY 63%
Donald Collins-D NNYYYYY N 71%  Dick McCormack-D N YNYNYYYN 63%
Jim Condos-D N YY YYY YN 57% Hinda Miller-D N NYYYYYYN 75%
George Coppenrath-R Y NYNNYYYY 88% Kevin Mullin-R Y NYN Y Y Y 83%
Ann Cummings-D N Y Y YY Y YN 57% AlceNitka-D NNYYYNYYN 63%
William Doyle-R Y YYY Y YYY 86% DougRacine-D Y NNYYYYYN 75%
Ed Flanagan-D NYNYYYY N 43% Philip Scott-R N NYNYYYYY 63%
Harold Giard-D N YYYYYYYN 63% RichardSears-D NYYYYYYYN 63%
Robert Hartwell-D NYYYYNYYN 50% Peter Shumlin-D NYYYYYYYN 63%
Vincent llluzzi-R NNYYYYYYY 75% Diane Snelling-R Y NYYYYYYY 8%
Jane Kitchel-D NNYYYYYYY 75% Robert Starr-D YNYYYYYYY 88%
Sara Kittell-D N YYYYNYYN 50% Jeanette White-D NYYYYYYYN 63%

WWW.NFIB.COM/VT



