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1. Income Tax Rates (HB 1170): 
Provided for a tax cut for individuals, 

estates and trusts. This was in anticipation 
of a large surplus in the 2008–2009  
biennium similar to the one experienced in 
the 2006–2007 biennium. A “Yes” vote 
supports the NFIB position. Failed House 
on a 47–45 vote for lack of a constitutional 
majority of 48 votes.

2. Workforce Safety & Insurance 
Reorganization (HB 1323): Would 

shift operational responsibility from the 
WSI board to the governor and would  
convert the WSI board to an advisory body. 

A “No” vote supports the NFIB position. 
Failed House 33–60.  

3. WSI Board Appointments (SB 2257): 
Would shift responsibility for  

recommending WSI employer board 
appointments from the WSI board to a 
committee composed of the attorney  
general, agriculture commissioner and 
insurance commissioner. A “No” vote  
supports the NFIB position. Passed Senate 
on a 25–21 vote; failed House by 6–81. 

4. Cost of Tax Collection (SB 2381): 
Reimburses retailers for expenses 

incurred in the collection of sales and use 
taxes. A “Yes” vote supports the NFIB  
position. Passed Senate 46–0; passed 
House by 73–16. 

5. Super Majority Vote (HCR 3011): 
Concurrent resolution to put a  

constitutional amendment before the  
voters to require 60 percent of all legislators 
to vote for any tax increase for it to pass.  
A “Yes” vote supports the NFIB position. 
Failed in the House by a 34–57 vote.

6. Establish a Permanent Oil Tax Trust 
Fund (HCR 3045): Concurrent  
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2007 Session: With a surplus of more than $500 million, 
state legislators in the 2007 North Dakota session were given 
the unusual tasks of spending that money, planning for future 
generations and providing tax relief to the citizens of the state. 
Also on the minds of legislators were the issues surrounding 
Workforce Safety and Insurance. In the end, WSI was fully 
funded and remained the same organizationally. Overall, WSI 
remains financially well-off with a surplus in reserves and some 
of the lowest workers’ compensation rates in the nation. The 
primary issue continues to be who should oversee WSI. There 
are several options under review by the Legislative Interim 
Committee, which will make recommendations during the 
2009 legislative session. 

Because of the surplus, North Dakotans were granted nearly 
$129 million in property tax relief for homeowners, businesses, 
farmers, ranchers and seniors. NFIB lobbied hard to be sure that 
the bill provided for commercial property tax relief at a level 
equal to the amount that residential and agricultural property 
owners were allowed.

The Legislature also passed a measure called the Rainy Day 
Reserve, which will come to a vote of the people. This measure, 
if passed, would provide that all oil and gas revenues deposited 

into the general fund during a biennium that exceed $100 mil-
lion be transferred to a permanent oil tax trust fund. Interest on  
the fund would be transferred to the general fund. Keep your 
eyes out for this issue on the November ballot. When polled on  
the 2008 state ballot, 58 percent of North Dakota members  
supported the fund. 

The Legislature approved a resolution, sponsored by NFIB 
members Rep. Dwight Wrangham, Rep. Dan Ruby and  
Sen. Dwight Cook, that will provide for a study of income tax  
benefits for employers aimed at encouraging expansion of job 
opportunities in North Dakota. 

On other issues, NFIB strongly resisted efforts to increase 
the minimum wage, worked closely with professional employer 
organizations as they attempted to establish state licensing  
procedures for their industry, and supported a bill to bar  
nonprofits from competing with private enterprise. 

Roll call votes by your state legislators on small business 
issues are listed below. While the Voting Record does not reflect 
all elements considered by a lawmaker when voting, it can be a 
guide in evaluating your legislators’ attitudes toward small  
business. Please take the time to thank those who voted for 
NFIB positions in support of small business.

North Dakota

Your Legislators’ Voting Record on Small Business Issues

VotingVotingRECORD



Your Legislators’ Voting Record on Small Business Issues

www.nfib.com / ND

Your Legislators’ Voting Record on Small Business Issues

Aarsvold, Ole, 20	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Amerman, Bill, 26	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Bellew, Larry, 38	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Belter, Wesley, 22	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Berg, Rick, 45	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 83%

Boe, Tracy, 9	 N	 Y	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 33%

Boehning, Randy, 27	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Boucher, Merle, 9	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 N	 33%

Brandenburg, Michael, 28	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Carlisle, Ron, 30	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Carlson, Al, 41	 Y	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 83%

Charging, Dawn Marie, 4	 Y	 N	 -	 -	 N	 Y	 N/A

Clark, Donald, 44	 Y	 N	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 67%

Conrad, Kari, 3	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 N	 N	 17%

Dahl, Stacey, 42	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 83%

Damschen, Charles, 10	 N	 N	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 50%

DeKrey, Duane, 14	 Y	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 -	 80%

Delmore, Lois, 43	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Delzer, Jeff, 8	 Y	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 83%

Dietrich, Donald, 42	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 83%

Dosch, Mark, 32	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Drovdal, David, 39	 Y	 N	 -	 Y	 N	 Y	 80%

Ekstrom, Mary, 11	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 N	 33%

Froelich, Rodney, 31	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Froseth, Glen, 6	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Glassheim, Eliot, 18	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 N	 33%

Grande, Bette, 41	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Griffin, Chris, 19	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Gruchalla, Edmund, 45	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 N	 N	 17%

Gulleson, Pam, 26	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Haas, C.B., 26	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 67%

Hanson, Lyle, 12	 Y	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 67%

Hatlestad, Patrick, 1	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 83%

Hawken, Kathy, 46	 N	 -	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 60%

Headland, Craig, 29	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Heller, Brenda, 33	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Herbel, Gil, 16	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 83%

Hofstad, Curt, 15	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 83%

Hunskor, Bob, 6	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Johnson, Dennis, 15	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 83%

Johnson, Nancy, 37	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 67%

Kaldor, Lee, 20	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 N	 33%

resolution for a constitutional amendment 
to be put before the people to establish a 
permanent oil tax trust fund with oil tax 
revenues that exceed $100 million in any 
one biennium. Interest earnings from that 
fund would be deposited in the general 
fund. The principal of the oil tax trust fund 

may not be spent unless three-fourths of 
both chambers of the Legislature vote to do 
so, and then only 20 percent of the princi-
pal could be expended in any biennium. A 
“Yes” vote supports the NFIB position. 
Passed Senate on a 24–21 vote; passed 
House by 79–12.

	 Y	 =	V ote in support of proposed legislation
	 N	 =	V ote in opposition of proposed legislation
	 -	 =	 Absent or not voting
	 %	 =	 Percentage of votes favorable to 
			   nfib position
	 N/A	 =	 Too few votes for NFIB percentage

Voting Key

North Dakota House
Issue Number	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 %
NFIB POSITION	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

North Dakota House
Issue Number	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 %
NFIB POSITION	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%
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Karls, Karen, 35	 Y	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 83%

Kasper, Jim, 46	 Y	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 83%

Keiser, George, 47	 Y	 N	 -	 -	 -	 Y	 N/A

Kelsch, Raeann, 34	 Y	 N	 -	 -	 N	 Y	 75%

Kelsh, Scot, 11	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 N	 Y	 33%

Kempenich, Keith, 39	 Y	 N	 -	 -	 -	 Y	 N/A

Kerzman, James, 31	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Kingsbury, Joyce, 16	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 83%

Klein, Matthew, 40	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 -	 100%

Klemin, Lawrence, 47	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 83%

Koppelman, Kim, 13	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Kreidt, Gary, 33	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Kretschmar, William, 28	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 67%

Kroeber, Joe, 12	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Martinson, Bob, 35	 Y	 N	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 67%

Meier, Lisa, 32	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 83%

Metcalf, Ralph, 24	 N	 Y	 N	 N	 N	 N	 17%

Meyer, Shirley, 36	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Monson, David, 10	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 83%

Mueller, Phillip, 24	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Myxter, Lee, 27	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 N	 33%

Nelson, Jon, 7	 -	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 80%

Nottestad, Darrell, 43	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 67%

Onstad, Kenton, 4	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 N	 33%

Owens, Mark, 18	 Y	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 83%

Pietsch, Lavonne, 22	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Pinkerton, Louis, 5	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Pollert, Chet, 29	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Porter, Todd, 34	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Potter, Louise, 17	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Price, Clara Sue, 40	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 67%

Ruby, Dan, 38	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Schmidt, Arlo, 7	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Schneider, Jasper, 21	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 N	 Y	 33%

Skarphol, Robert, 2	 Y	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 83%

Solberg, Dorvan, 2	 N	 Y	 -	 -	 -	 N	 N/A

Sukut, Gary, 1	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 83%

Svedjan, Ken, 17	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 83%

Thoreson, Blair, 44	 Y	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 83%

Thorpe, Elwood, 5	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 N	 Y	 33%

Uglen, Gerry, 19	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 67%

Vig, Benjamin, 23	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 N	 33%

Vigesaa, Don, 23	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 83%

Wald, Francis, 37	 -	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Wall, John, 25	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 67%

Weiler, Dave, 30	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Weisz, Robin, 14	 N	 N	 N	 N	 Y	 -	 60%

Wieland, Alon, 13	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

Williams, Clark, 25	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

Wolf, Lisa, 3	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 N	 N	 17%

Wrangham, Dwight, 8	 Y	 N	 -	 N	 Y	 Y	 80%

Zaiser, Steven, 21	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 N	 Y	 50%

North Dakota House
Issue Number	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 %
NFIB POSITION	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%

North Dakota House
Issue Number	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 %
NFIB POSITION	 Y	 N	 N	 Y	 Y	 Y	 100%
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North Dakota senate
Issue Number	 3		  4	 6
NFIB POSITION	 N		  Y	 Y

North Dakota senate
Issue Number	 3		  4	 6
NFIB POSITION	 N		  Y	 Y

North Dakota senate
Issue Number	 3		  4	 6
NFIB POSITION	 N		  Y	 Y

Anderson, Arden, 25	 N		  Y	 Y

Andrist, John, 2	 -		  -	 Y	

Bakke, JoNell, 43	 N		  Y	 N

Behm, Arthur, 19	 N		  Y	 N

Bowman, Bill, 39	 Y		  Y	 Y

Christmann, Randel, 33	 Y		  Y	 Y

Cook, Dwight, 34	 Y		  Y	 Y

Dever, Richard 32	 Y		  Y	 Y

Erbele, Robert, 28	 Y		  Y	 Y

Fiebiger, Thomas, 45	 N		  Y	 N

Fischer, Tom, 46	 Y		  Y	 Y

Flakoll, Tim, 44	 Y		  Y	 Y

Freborg, Layton, 8	 Y		  Y	 Y

Grindberg, Tony, 41	 Y		  Y	 N

Hacker, Nicholas, 42	 Y		  Y	 Y

Heckaman, Joan, 23	 N		  Y	 -	

 Heitkamp, Joel, 26	 N		  Y	 N

Holmberg, Ray, 17	 Y		  Y	 Y

Horne, Robert, 3	 N		  Y	 N

Kilzer, Ralph, 47	 Y		  Y	 Y

Klein, Jerry, 14	 Y		  Y	 Y

Krauter, Aaron, 31	 N		  Y	 N 

Krebsbach, Karen, 40	 Y		  Y	 N

Lee, Gary, 22	 Y		  Y	 Y

Lee, Judy, 13	 Y		  Y	 N

Lindaas, Elroy, 20	 N		  Y	 N

Lyson, Stanley, 1	 Y		  Y	 Y

Marcellais, Richard, 9	 N		  Y	 -

Mathern, Tim, 11	 N		  Y	 N

Nelson, Carolyn, 21	 N		  Y	 N

Nething, Dave, 12	 N		  Y	 N	

O’Connell, David, 6	 N		  Y	 N

Oehlke, Dave, 15	 Y		  Y	 Y

Olafson, Curtis, 10	 Y		  Y	 Y

Pomeroy, James, 27	 N		  Y	 N

Potter, Tracy, 35	 Y		  Y	 N

Robinson, Larry, 24	 N		  Y	 N

Seymour, Tom, 5	 N		  Y	 N

Stenehjem, Bob, 30	 Y		  Y	 Y	

 Tallackson, Harvey,16	 N		  Y	 N

Taylor, Ryan, 7	 N		  Y	 N

Tollefson, Ben, 38	 Y		  Y	 Y

Triplett, Constance, 18	 N		  Y	 Y

Urlacher, Herbert, 36	 Y		  Y	 Y

Wanzek, Terry, 29	 Y		  Y	 Y

Wardner, Rich, 37	 Y		  Y	 Y

Warner, John, 4	 N		  Y	 N


