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YOUR LEGISLATORS’ VOTING RECORD ON SMALL BUSINESS ISSUES

2007-2008 SESSION: Roll call votes by state legislators on those issues where
NFIB had an official position, and where a Key Vote card was used to alert
lawmakers that the issue was important to small business, are listed below.
Note that all votes were taken on initial third reading unless otherwise
stated. A vote tally does not indicate which legislators represented small
business interests in committees or behind the scenes. However, the record
does indicate their positions when asked to vote on key issues on the floor of
the House or the Senate. Please take the time to thank those legislators who
supported legislation important to small business.

Reduced Business Equipment Tax
1 e (HB 529): This bill lowered the
tax rate from 3 percent to 2 percent. More
important, it raised the current $20,000
threshold exemption to a $100,000 true
exemption for all Class 8 businesses that
pay personal property (business equip-
ment) taxes. A “Yes” vote supports the
NFIB position. The House passed the bill
73-26. The Senate gutted the bill with
amendments, passed it out and it died in
conference committee.

2 Workers’ Compensation Reform
e (HB 738): This bill addressed the
high cost of workers’ compensation
insurance by allowing the state to adjust
medical reimbursement schedules to
more competitive rates and set medical
utilization guidelines. A “Yes” vote
supports the NFIB position. The House
passed the bill 83—16. The Senate passed
the bill 50-0. The bill was signed by the
governor.

Unemployment Insurance Rate
e Reduction (HB 790): This bill
creates a new rate class for unemployment
insurance below the current Class 1. The

result of this action lowered Ul insurance
rates by an estimated $54 million over the
next four years. A “Yes” vote supports the
NFIB position. The House voted 100-0 in
favor of the bill, while the Senate approved
it 49—1. It was signed by the governor.

Expanded Insure Montana (HB
4 e 766): This bill expanded the current
Insure Montana program, which allows
small businesses to join together to buy
cheaper health insurance and offers tax
credits for some employers who already
have health insurance programs. It also
raised the number of employees a business
may have in order to qualify for the
program. A “Yes” vote supports the
NFIB position. The House passed the bill
50—49. The Senate heavily amended the
bill, passed it on a voice vote, and it died in
conference committee.

Unfair Claims Settlements (HB
5 o 464): This bill allowed an award of
attorney fees and expenses of an underly-
ing liability claim as damages to the plain-
tiff in a subsequent insurance bad-faith
action. It would have encouraged more
litigation, discouraged insurers from

defending defensible claims and could
have driven up the cost of insurance. A
“No” vote supports the NFIB position.
The House passed the bill 75-24. The
Senate rejected the bill on second reading
concur motion 22-26.

Attorney Fees in Workers’

e Compensation (SB 426): Currently,
aworkers’ compensation insurer must
have acted “unreasonably” when denying
a claim in order for a judge to award
attorney fees on top of medical benefits.
This bill would have removed the
“reasonableness standard” and subjected
insurers to more lawsuits, which could
have increased insurance rates. A “No”
vote supports the NFIB position. The
Senate passed the bill 47-3. The House
Business and Labor Committee failed to
move the bill by an 8-8 vote. The full
House then failed to blast it out of the
committee by a 46-52 vote.

Medical Malpractice Reform (HB

e 695): This bill stated that if dama-
ges are awarded in a malpractice claim for
a deceased or disabled workers’ lost future
wages, the workers’ economic consump-
tion, which is what the worker would have
spent on basic necessities and personal
expenditures, must be deducted from the
award. A “Yes” vote supports the NFIB
position. The House passed the bill
50—49. The Senate Judiciary Committee
tabled the bill. Then, an attempt to blast
the bill out of committee onto the Senate
floor failed by a vote of 24-26.

Tax Expansion Plan (SB 220): This
o bill added 23 new sections to the
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tax laws of Montana in an effort to go after
so-called tax cheaters. It broadened the
complexity of the tax code and expanded
the authority of the Department of
Revenue with limited legislative review. A
“No” vote supports the NFIB position.
The Senate passed the bill 27-23. The
House tried to amend the bill heavily, and
it finally died on the House floor.

Gift Card Exemption (HB 755):
9 o Current law says that any gift
certificate or stored-value card issued in
Montana that is not cashed within three
years must be declared abandoned
property, and the small business owner
issuing the certificate must submit 60
percent of the certificate or card value to
the Montana Department of Revenue.

This bill exempts small businesses from
current law if the businesses don’t issue

more than $200,000 in gift certificates or
stored-value cards. A “Yes” vote
supports the NFIB position. The Senate
supported the bill 47-1, and the House
passed it as amended by the Senate, 92-8.
The governor signed the bill.

Extend Corporate Tax
10 e Limitations (SB 99): This
bill would have extended the current
three-year statute of limitations for cor-

health insurance mandate by increasing
the age on the current well-child benefit
mandate from age 2 to age 7. NFIB has
traditionally opposed new insurance
mandates to help contain the cost of
health insurance. A “No” vote supports
the NFIB position. The House passed
the bill 71-28 and the Senate

passed it 31-19. The governor signed
the bill.

porate license tax liability to five years.
This would be two years longer than
federal law and the longest look-back
period in the country. A “No” vote
supports the NFIB position. The Senate
passed the bill 26-24, but the House
Taxation Committee voted a do not pass.

1 1 Health Insurance Mandate (HB
e 687): This bill created a new

Voting Key

Vote in support of proposed legislation
Vote in opposition of proposed legislation
Did not vote

Percentage of votes favorable to
NFIB position

Not enough votes to calculate
percentage

NNYYN 100%
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YYY YNNYYN 100%

MONTANA HOUSE

ISSUE NUMBER 123 4
NFIB POSITION YYYY
Ankney, Duane (Colstrip) YYYY
Arntzen, Elsie (Billings) YYYY
Augare, Shannon (Browning) YNYN
Barrett, Debby (Dillon) YYYY
Beck, Bill (Whitefish) YYYY
Becker, Arlene (Billings) NYYN
Bergren, Bob (Havre) YYYN
Bixby, Norma (Lame Deer) NNYN
Blasdel, Mark (Somers) YYYY
Boggio, Scott (Red Lodge) YYYY
Branae, Gary (Billings) YYYN
Butcher, Edward (Winifred) YYYY
Caferro, Mary (Helena) NYYN
Callahan, Tim (Great Falls) NNYN
Campbell, Margarett (Poplar) YYYN
Clark, Edith (Sweetgrass) YYYY
Cohenour, Jill (East Helena) N NYN

YNYYY 78%

YNYYY 78%

YYNYY 33%

NNY YN 100%

YNYNN 89%

YYNYY 22%

YYNYY 44%

YNNYY 33%

NNYYN 100%

N*YYY 88%

YNNYY 56%

NNYYN 100%

YYNYY 33%

YYNYY 22%

YYNYY 4%

Y*YYY 67%

YYNNY 1%

Cordier, Douglas (Columbia Falls)

Dickenson, Sue (Great Falls)
Driscoll, Robyn (Billings)
Dutton, Ernie (Billings)
Ebinger, Bob (Livingston)
Erickson, Ron (Missoula)
Everett, George (Kalispell)
Franklin, Eve (Great Falls)
French, Julie (Scobey)
Furey, Kevin (Missoula)
Gallik, Dave (Helena)
Glaser, William (Huntley)
Grinde, Wanda (Billings)
Groesheck, George (Butte)
Hamilton, Robin (Missoula)
Hands, Betsy (Missoula)

Hawks, Ray (Florence)
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Heinert, Ralph (Libby)
Hendrick, Gordon (Superior)
Henry, Teresa (Missoula)
Hilbert, Edward (Glendive)
Himmelberger, Dennis (Billings)
Hiner, Cynthia (Deer Lodge)
Hollenbaugh, Galen (Helena)
Ingraham, Pat (Thompson Falls)
Jacobson, Hal (Helena)
Jayne, Joey (Arlee)

Jones, Llew (Conrad)

Jones, William (Bigfork)
Jopek, Mike (Whitefish)
Jore, Rick (Ronan)

Kasten, Dave (Brockway)
Keane, Jim (Butte)

Kerns, Krayton (Laurel)
Klock, Harry (Harlowton)
Koopman, Roger (Bozeman)
Kottel, Dehorah (Great Falls)
Lake, Bob (Hamilton)
Lambert, Carol (Broadus)
Lange, Michael (Billings)
MaclLare, Gary (Victor)
Malcolm, Bruce (Emigrant)
McAlpin, Dave (Missoula)
McChesney, Bill (Miles City)
McGilvray, Tom (Billings)
McNutt, Walter (Sidney)
Mendenhall, Scott (Clancy)
Milburn, Mike (Cascade)
Morgan, Penny (Billings)

Musgrove, John (Havre)
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18%

33%

89%

100%

44%

33%

100%

33%

1%

18%

67%

44%

89%

100%

44%

89%

89%

100%

44%

100%

8%

18%

18%

18%

22%

56%

100%

18%

100%

18%

89%

22%

Noonan, Art (Butte)

Nooney, Bill (Missoula)
0'Hara, Jesse (Great Falls)
Olson, Alan (Roundup)
Parker, John (Great Falls)
Peterson, Ken (Billings)
Phillips, Mike (Bozeman)
Pomnickowski, JP (Bozeman)
Raser, Holly (Missoula)
Reinhart, Michele (Missoula)
Rice, Diane (Harrison)
Ripley, Rick (Wolf Creek)
Ross, Jack (Absarokee)
Sales, Scott (Bozeman)
Sands, Diane (Missoula)
Sesso, Jon (Butte)

Sinrud, John (Bozeman)

Y

Small-Eastman, Veronica (Lodge Grass) Y

Sonju, Jon (Kalispell)

Stahl, Wayne (Saco)
Stoker, Ron (Darhy)

Tayler, Janna (Dayton)
Thomas, Bill (Great Falls)
Van Dyk, Kendall (Billings)
Villa, Dan (Anaconda)
Vincent, Chas (Libby)
Ward, John (Helena)

Wells, Jack (Bozeman)
Wilmer, Franke (Bozeman)
Wilson, Bill (Great Falls)
Windy Boy, Jonathan (Box Elder)
Wiseman, Brady (Bozeman)

Witte, Craig (Kalispell)
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MONTANA SENATE MONTANA SENATE

ISSUE NUMBER 2 3 8 91011 %  ISSUE NUMBER 2 6 91011 %
NFIB POSITION YY N N N 100% NFIB POSITION Y N Y N N 100%
Bales, Keith (Otter) YY N N N 89% Larson, Lane (Billings) Y Y YNY 44%
Balyeat, Joe (Bozeman) YY N NN 89% Laslovich, Jesse (Anaconda) Y Y YYY 33%
Barkus, Gregory (Kalispell) YY N NN 89% Lewis, Dave (Helena) Y Y YNY 78%
Black, Jerry (Shelhy) YY N N N 86% Lind, Greg (Missoula) Y Y YYY 4%
Brown, Roy (Billings) YY N N N 89% McGee, Daniel (Laurel) Y Y *NN 71%
Brueggeman, John (Polson) YY N NY 78% Moss, Lynda (Billings) Y Y YYY 33%
Cobb, John (Augusta) YY YYYY 33%  Murphy, Terry (Cardwell) Y Y Y NN 89%
Cocchiarella, Vicki (Missoula) YY Y YY 56% 0’Neil, Jerry (Columbia Falls) Y Y YNN 78%
Cooney, Mike (Helena) YY Y YY 33% Pease, Gerald (Lodge Grass) Y Y YYY 56%
Curtis, Aubyn (Fortine) YY N NN 89% Perry, Gary (Manhattan) Y Y YNN 89%
Elliott, Jim (Trout Creek) YY Y YY 33% Peterson, Jim (Buffalo) Y Y YNN 8%
Esp, John (Big Timber) YY N N N 89% Ryan, Don (Great Falls) Y N YYY 56%
Essmann, Jeff (Billings) YY N NN 89% Schmidt, Trudi (Great Falls) Y Y YYY 33%
Gallus, Steve (Butte) YY Y YY 33% Shockley, Jim (Victor) Y Y N NN 56%
Gebhardt, Kelly (Roundup) YY N NY 78% Smith, Frank (Poplar) Y Y YYY 4%
Gillan, Kim (Billings) YY Y YY 56% Squires, Carolyn (Missoula) Y Y YYY 33%
Hansen, Ken (Harlem) YY Y YY 44% Stapleton, Cory (Billings) Y Y YNN 89%
Harrington, Dan (Butte) YY Y YY 33% Steinbeisser, Don (Sidney) Y Y YNN 89%
Hawks, Bob (Bozeman) YY Y YY 33% Story, Robert (Park City) Y Y YNN 89%
Jackson, Verdell (Kalispell) YY N NN 89% Tash, Bill (Dillon) Y Y YNN 89%
Jent, Larry (Bozeman) YY Y YY 33% Tropila, Joe (Great Falls) Y Y YYY 33%
Juneau, Carol (Browning) YY Y YY 33% Tropila, Mitch (Great Falls) Y Y YYY 33%
Kaufmann, Christine (Helena) YY Y YY 44% Wanzenried, David (Missoula) Y Y YYY 33%
Kitzenberg, Sam (Glasgow) YY Y YY 44% Weinberg, Dan (Whitefish) Y Y YYY 33%
Laible, Rick (Darhy) YY N NY 78% Williams, Carol (Missoula) Y Y YYY 33%
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