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YOUR LEGISLATORS’ VOTING RECORD ON SMALL BUSINESS ISSUES

2007-2008 SESSION: Roll call votes by your state legislators on small business
issues are listed below. While the Voting Record does not reflect all elements
considered by a lawmaker when voting, it can be a guide in evaluating your
legislator’s attitude toward small business. Please thank those legislators who

supported small business.

HOUSE AND SENATE VOTES
House Bill 4044—Product Liability

1 o Expansion: Eliminates the current
ban on Michigan product liability lawsuits
involving prescription drugs approved by
the Food and Drug Administration. The bill
would expand liability to employers and
undercut past legal reforms supported by
small business. A “No” vote supports the
NFIB position. Passed the House 70-39.

House Bill 5198—Sales Tax on

e Services “Vehicle” Bill: A shell or
vehicle bill to expand Michigan’s sales tax to
services. A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. Passed the House 57-51.
Substitute S-5 passed the Senate 24-13 and
was sent back to the House. House did not
concur with Senate changes; bill was
referred to Conference Committee.

House Bill 5198—Sales Tax on
3 o Specific Services Conference Report:
The conference report of the vehicle or
shell bill with language inserted that would
expand Michigan’s 6 percent sales tax to
selected services specified in the bill. A
“No” vote supports the NFIB position.
Passed the House 56-53. Passed the Senate
20-19 with the lieutenant governor casting
the tie-breaking vote. Signed by the gover-
nor as Public Act 93 of 2007. Repealed by

Public Act 145 (see House Bill 5408).

House Bill 5408—Replacement of
o Sales Tax on Services by Business

Tax Surcharge: Eliminates the sales tax on
services passed earlier and replaces revenue
lost to the state by imposing a 27.7 percent
surcharge on the newly enacted Michigan
Business Tax. A “No” vote supports the
NFIB position. Passed the House 57—44.
Returned by the Senate to the House as
Substitute S-8 (see House Bill 5408 S-8).

House Bill 5408 (S-8)—

e Replacement of Sales Tax on Services
by Business Tax Surcharge: Eliminates the
sales tax on services passed earlier and
replaces revenue lost to the state by impos-
ing a 21.99 percent surcharge on the newly
enacted Michigan Business Tax. A “No”
vote supports the NFIB position. Passed
the House 66—42. Passed the Senate 33—4.
Signed by the governor as Public Act 145 of
2007.

House Bill 5046—Restroom Access:
e Requires retail stores that do not
have a public restroom to allow individuals
with “eligible medical conditions,” such as
gastrointestinal disorders, to use their
employee or private restrooms when an
individual presents a doctor’s note or

certificate. Failure to do so would subject
the business owner to civil and criminal
penalties. A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. Passed the House 72-35.

Senate Bill 845—Services Tax

o Amnesty: Eliminates any penalties
for those business owners who were sup-
posed to be collecting sales tax on specific
services for the brief period before the ser-
vices tax repeal was signed by the governor
and became law. A “Yes” vote supports the
NFIB position. Passed the House 106-0.
Passed the Senate 38-0. Signed by the
governor as Public Act 148 of 2007.

House Bill 4625—Comparable
o Worth Regulations: Requires

employers to compensate jobs of “similar”
nature equally in accordance with a new
state system that would be set up to monitor
and establish job categories and pay levels to
enforce the standards. A “No” vote supports
the NFIB position. Passed the House 59—48.

House Bill 5524—Electric Power
o Regulations: Reverses small
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business-supported legislation enacted in
2000 that allowed consumers to choose
their power providers in an open market.
The bill would return monopoly status back
to the two major incumbent power provid-
ers in Michigan and limit the ability of the
Public Service Commission to regulate rate
increases. A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. Passed the House 78-30. Senate
Substitute S-7 passed the Senate 21-14 and
was returned to the House.

House Bill 5069—Water

1 O o Withdrawal Regulations: Would
bind Michigan to the Great Lakes
Compact and regulate the withdrawal of
groundwater on private property by giv-
ing expanded power to the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ). A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. Passed the House 56-52.
Returned by the Senate to the House as
Substitute S-1. House concurred in Senate
Substitute S-1. Presented to the governor
for signature on July 1, 2007.

11

businesses to hire Michigan workers in

House Bill 5783—Bar Businesses
o From State Contracts: Requires

order to receive any state contract work and
would bar any business that received a

prevailing wage violation from receiving
state contracts. Businesses hiring union
labor would be exempted from the require-
ments. A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. Passed the House 64—41.

Senate Bill 307—Sales Tax on
1 2 e Services: Would create a 2 percent
sales tax on all services. A “No” vote sup-
ports the NFIB position. Defeated in the
Senate 16-22.

House Bill 5194—Sales Tax on
1 3 o Services—Switalski Amendment:

Would have tied passage of this bill to HB
5198 and required a sales tax on services to
be enacted if the Senate passed an increase
in the personal income tax. A “No” vote
supports the NFIB position. Defeated in
the Senate 18-20.

Senate Bill 1038—Remove Taxes

1 4 o and Fees From Business Tax Base:
Would remove sales tax, fees, bottle depos-
its, tobacco taxes and other monies required
to be collected by a business on behalf of the
state from the gross receipts base of the
Michigan Business Tax. A “Yes” vote sup-
ports the NFIB position. Passed the Senate
21-17. Returned by the House to the Senate
as Substitute H-11.

Senate Bill 843—Prohibit

1 5 o Ergonomics Regulations: Would
prohibit the Michigan Occupational Safety
and Health Administration from develop-
ing and requiring a mandatory ergonomics
regulation on Michigan employers. A “Yes”
vote supports the NFIB position. Passed
the Senate 21-17.

Senate Bill 1198—Alternative

1 6 o Profits Tax (APT) Expansion:
Expands the number of businesses eligible
to pay a 1.8 percent profits tax instead of the
Michigan Business Tax. Businesses that
qualify under the new criteria would also be
exempted from the 21.99 percent surcharge
on the MBT. A “Yes” vote supports the
NFIB position. Passed the Senate 23—15.

Senate Bill 860—Water

1 7 o Withdrawal Regulations: Would
bind Michigan to the Great Lakes Compact
and regulate the withdrawal of groundwater
on private property by giving expanded
power to the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality (DEQ). A “No” vote
supports the NFIB position. Passed the
Senate 24—14. Returned by the House to the
Senate as Substitute H-2. Senate concurred
in House Substitute H-2. Presented to the
governor for signature on June 30, 2007.
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*Accavitti, Frank /D /42 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% CalleyBrian/R/87 N Y NNY NY N Y N Y 64%
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Ball, Richard /R/85 Y YN N Y Y Y N Y N N 55% *Clack,Brenda/D/34 Y Y Y Y Y XYY Y Y Y Y 9%
Bauer, Joan/D/68 Y YY Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% ClementEd/D/14 YYY Y Y YY Y Y Y Y 9%
Bennett, Doug /D /92 Y YY Y Y YY Y - Y Y 10% *Condino, Paul /D /35 Y Y Y Y Y YY Y Y Y Y 9%
*Bieda, Steven/D/25 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% Constan,Bohb/D/16 YYY Y Y YY Y Y Y Y 9%
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Brown, Terry/D/84 Y YY Y Y Y Y Y Y NY 18% Cushingberry Jr.,George/D/8Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9%
Byrnes, Pam/D/52 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% Dean, Robert/D/75 YYY Y Y YY Y NY Y 18%
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MICHIGAN HOUSE MICHIGAN HOUSE

ISSUE NUMBER 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 101 %  ISSUE NUMBER 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 101 %
NFIB/MICHIGAN POSITION N NN N N NY N N N NI100% NFIBMICHIGAN POSITION N NN NNNY N N N NI100%
Dillon, Andy/D/ 17 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% MelonTm/D/29 YYY Y Y YY Y Y Y Y 9%
Donigan, Marie/D/26 YYY Y Y YYY Y Y Y 9% Meltzer, Kimberly/R/33 Y NN N NN - N NN Y 8%
Ebli, Kathleen/D /56 Y NN Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 27% Miler,Fred/D/31 YYY Y Y YY Y Y Y Y 9%
Elsenheimer,Kevin/R/105 N N N N N N Y N Y N N 91% *Moolenaar, John/R/ 98 N NN NNNY N Y N N 9%
*Emmons, Judy/R/70 N Y NNNNY N N N Y 8%  MooreTim/R/97 Y NN NN Y Y N Y N Y 64%
Espinoza, John/D/83 Y YY Y Y YY Y - Y Y 10% Moss, Chuck/R/40 N NN N N NY N N N NI100%
*Farrah, Barbara/D/ 13 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% *NitzNeal/R/78 N NN NNNY N N N NI100%
*Gaffney, Edward /R/ 1 Y YN NY Y Y Y Y Y Y 27%  *Nofs, Mike/R/62 N NN NY Y Y Y Y N N 64%
*Garfield, John/R/45 N NN NN - Y - N N - 100%  Opsommer, Paul/R/93 Y NN NN NY N Y N N 8%
*Gillard, Matthew/D/106 Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y 18%  *Palmer,Brian/R/36 N NN NNNY N N - NI100%
Gonzalez, Lee/D/49 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y - 10%  *Palsrok David/R/101 Y NN N Y YY N Y N N 64%
Green, Kevin/R/77 N NN - N Y Y N N N N 90% *Pastor, John/R/ 19 N NN NNNY N Y N N 9%
Griffin, Martin/D/ 64 N NY Y Y Y Y Y N N Y 45% Pavloy,Phil/R/81 N NN N NNY N N N NI100%
Hammel, Richard /D /48 Y YY Y Y YYY Y Y Y 9% Pearce, Tom/R/73 N NN NN NY N N N - 100%
Hammon, Ted/D/50 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% Polidori,Gino/D/15 YYY Y Y YY Y Y Y Y 9%
Hansen, Goeff/R/ 100 Y NN NY NY N Y NN 73% Proos, John/R/79 N NN NNY Y N Y N N 8%
Hildenbrand, Dave /R/ 86 N Y NNY NY N Y N N 73%  *Robertson, David/R/51 N NN NNYY N Y NN 82%
*Hood Ill, Morris /D/ 11 Y YY Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% RoccaTory/R/30 Y NN Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y 36%
*Hoogendyk, JacobJ./R/61 N N N - N - Y N N N N 100%  *Sak, Michael/D/76 YYY Y Y YY Y Y Y Y 9%
*Hopgood, HoonYung/D/22 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% Schuitmaker,Tonya/R/80 N N N N N N Y N Y N N 91%
Horn, Kenneth/R/94 Y NN NN NY N Y N N 8%  Scot,Bettie Cook/D/3 YYY Y Y YY Y Y Y Y 9%
*Huizenga, Bill/R/90 N NN NN NY N N - - 100%  *Shaffer,Rick/R/59 N NN NNYY N NN N 9%
*Hune, Joe /R/47 N NN NNNY N Y N N 9%  *Sheen,Fulton/R/88 N NN - NNY N N N NI100%
Jackson, Shanelle/D/9 Y Y Y Y Y YYY Y Y Y 9% Sheltrown, Joel /D/ 103 Y YY Y Y YY N Y Y Y 18
Johnson, Bert/D/5 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% Simpson Mike/D/65 Y NY Y Y YY Y Y N Y 27%
Jones, Rick/R/71 Y NN NN NY N Y N N 8%  Smith,AlmaWheeler/D/54 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9%
Jones, Robert/D/60 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% *Smith,Vigil/D/7 YYY Y Y Y - Y Y Y Y 0%
Knollenberg, Marty /R/41 N NN NN NY N Y N N 9%  Spade Dudley/D/57 Y NY Y Y Y Y Y Y N Y 27%
Lahti, Michael /D/ 110 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% *StahlJohn/R/82 N NN - NNY N N N NI100%
*Laloy, Phil /R/21 N NN NN NY N Y N N 91%  *Stakoe, John/R/44 N NN - NYY N NN N 9%
Law, David/R/39 Y NN NNNY N N N N 9%  *Steillr,Glenn/R/72 N NN - NNY N N N NI100%
*Law, Kathleen/D/23 YYY - Y YY Y Y Y Y 10% *Tohocman, Steve/D/ 12 Y YY Y Y YY Y YY Y 9%
LeBlanc, Richard/D/ 18 Y YY Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y 18%  *Vagnozz,Aldo/D/37 YNY - - Y - Y Y Y Y 13%
Leland, Gabe/D/ 10 Y YY Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% Valentne Mary/D/91 Y NY Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 18%
Lemmons Jr., Lamar/D/2 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9%  *Walker,Howard/R/ 104 N NN NNNYN Y NN 9%
Lindberg, Steve/D/ 109 Y YY Y Y YY Y Y Y Y 9% *War,Chis/R/66 Y Y NN NNY N Y Y N 64%
Marleau, James /R/46 Y NN N N NY N N N N 91%  Waren, Rehekah/D/53 YYY Y Y YY Y Y Y Y 9%
Mayes, Jeff/D/96 Y YY Y Y YY Y Y NY 18 *Wenke, Lorence /R/63 N NN NY YY N NN N 8%
McDowell, Gary/D/ 107 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y 9% *WojnoLisa/D/28 YY Y Y YY Y Y Y Y Y 9%
Meadows, Mark /D /69 Y YY Y Y YYY Y Y Y 9% Young Il, Coleman/D/4 YY Y Y XYY Y Y Y XYY %%
Meekhof, Arlan/R/89 N NN - - N - N N N NI100%

*Meisner, Andrew /D /27 Y Y Y Y Y YYY Y Y Y 9%
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MICHIGAN SENATE

ISSUE NUMBER 2 3 5 7 9 12 13 14 15 16 17 %
NFIB/MICHIGAN POSITION N N N Y N N N Y Y Y N 100%
ALLEN, JASON/R/ 37 N N Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 13%
ANDERSON, GLENN/D/6 N N N Y N N Y N N Y N 13%
BARCIA, JAMES /D / 31 N Y Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y 27%
BASHAM, RAYMOND /D /8 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N 18%
BIRKHOLZ, PATRICIA/R/ 24 Y N Y Y N N N Y Y Y Y 13%
BISHOP, MICHAEL/R/ 12 Y N Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 64%
BRATER, LIZ/D/ 18 Y Y N Y N Y Y N N N N 36%
BROWN, CAMERON/R/ 16 N N Y Y N N N Y Y Y Y 82%
CASSIS, NANCY/R/ 15 N N N Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 82%
CHERRY, DEBORAH/D /26 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N 18%
CLARK-COLEMAN, IRMA/D/3 Y Y Y Y - Y Y N N N N 20%
CLARKE, HANSEN /D /1 - Y Y Y N Y Y N N N N 30%
CROPSEY, ALAN/R/ 33 Y N Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 64%
GARCIA, VALDE/R/22 Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y 45%
GEORGE, THOMAS /R/ 20 N N Y Y N N N Y Y Y Y 82%
GILBERT II, JUDSON/R/ 25 N N Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 13%
GLEASON, JOHN/D/27 N Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N Y 18%
HARDIMAN, BILL/R/29 Y N Y Y N N N Y Y Y Y 13%
HUNTER, TUPAC/D/5 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N 18%
JACOBS, GILDA/D/ 14 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N 18%
JANSEN, MARK/R/28 Y N Y Y N N N Y Y Y Y 13%
JELINEK, RON/R/ 21 Y Y Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 55%
KAHN, ROGER/R/ 32 Y N Y Y N N N Y Y Y Y 13%
KUIPERS, WAYNE/R /30 Y Y Y Y N N N Y Y Y Y 64%
MCMANUS, MICHELLE/R/ 35 N N Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 13%
OLSHOVE, DENNIS/D/9 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N 18%
PAPPAGEORGE, JOHN/R/ 13 Y N Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 64%
PATTERSON, BRUCE/R/7 N N - Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 80%
PRUSI, MICHAEL/D/ 38 Y Y Y Y N Y Y N N N N 27%
RICHARDVILLE, RANDY /R/ 17 Y N Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 64%
SANBORN, ALAN/R/ 11 N N N Y N N N Y Y Y Y 91%
SCHAUER, MARK/D/ 19 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N 18%
SCOTT, MARTHA/D/2 Y Y Y Y - Y Y N N N N 20%
STAMAS, TONY/R/ 36 N N Y Y Y N N Y Y Y Y 13%
SWITALSKI, MICHAEL/D/ 10 Y Y Y Y N Y Y N N N Y 18%
THOMAS, SAMUEL BUZZ/D/4 Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N N N N 18%
VAN WOERKOM, GERALD /R / 34 N N Y Y N N N Y Y Y Y 82%
WHITMER, GRETCHEN/D /23 Y Y Y Y - Y Y N N N N 20%
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