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YOUR LEGISLATORS’ VOTING RECORD ON SMALL BUSINESS ISSUES

2007-2008 SESSION: Roll call votes by state legislators on those issues

where NFIB had an official position are listed below. The Voting Record

is only one measure of a legislator’s performance. A vote tally does not
indicate which legislators represented small business interests in com-
mittees or behind the scenes. However, the record does indicate their
positions when asked to vote on key issues on the floor of the House
or the Senate. Please take the time to thank those legislators who
supported legislation important to small business.

Union Authorization Cards (HB

e 2465): Would eliminate workers’
right to vote in private on whether to join a
municipal or state union and which union
to join. Would allow the election process to
remain open for one year and increase the
possibility that inappropriate electioneer-
ing tactics could be employed to garner suf-
ficient support from reluctant or undecided
workers. A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. Passed in the House 133-18.

2 Property Tax Classification (HB

e 3119): Would increase the maxi-
mum property tax on commercial property
to 175 percent of fair valuation from the
170 percent maximum level agreed upon
three years ago. The bill was a compromise
on legislation that would have frozen the
maximum tax level at an even higher rate.
A “No” vote supports the NFIB position.
Passed in the House 125-27.

Unemployment Insurance Freeze
3 o (HB4528): Would freeze
Massachusetts unemployment insurance
rates at the 2007 levels, preventing a

$153 million payroll tax increase on
Massachusetts businesses. Despite the
freeze, Massachusetts still has the highest

rates in the country, with unemployment
insurance taxes twice the national average
and substantially higher than in bordering
states like Connecticut, New York and New
Hampshire. A “Yes” vote supports the
NFIB position. Passed in the House and
Senate by a voice vote.

Treble Damages Amendment (SB
4 e 1059): Gov. Deval Patrick’s amend-
ment that would allow exceptions from
mandatory treble damages of the Wage Act
if employers act in “good faith.” A “Yes”
vote supports the NFIB position. Failed in
the Senate 5-31. Failed in the House
21-125.

Corporate Tax Loopholes and Other
5 o Tax Increases (HB 4672): Would
increase the cigarette tax as well as increase
business taxes through combined reporting
and “check the box” formulas for larger
companies that operate in multiple states,
totaling nearly $400 million in tax
increases. A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. Passed in the House 131-23.
Passed in the Senate 31-6.

6 Medical Liability Changes
e Amendment (SB 2650): Would

change the state’s medical malpractice laws
by requiring that expert witnesses be board
certified in the same specialty as the defen-
dant, allowing periodic payments rather
than lump-sum for judgments that exceed
$50,000, making defendants liable only for
the amount of damages for which they were
responsible, and indexing the interest rate
paid on judgments to Treasury bill rates. A
“Yes” vote supports the NFIB position.
Failed in the Senate 6-33.

Healthcare Cost Legislation
7 e (SB2660): Would reduce healthcare
expenses in the system by requiring provid-
ers to do electronic billing and medical
records, and by giving consumers more
information about costs and results of
procedures (transparency). A “Yes” vote
supports the NFIB position. Passed in the
Senate 36-0. Passed in the House 154-0.

Mental Health Parity Amendment
8 o (HB4423): Would amend the legisla-
tion by limiting expansion of the current
unlimited coverage for all biologically based
mental health illnesses to four specific non-
biologically based mental health conditions,
including post traumatic stress, eating disor-
ders and substance abuse addictions. A
“Yes” vote supports the NFIB position.
Failed in the House 40-110.

Cigarette Tax Emergency Preamble
9 o (HB 4899): Would make the imple-
mentation of the cigarette tax increase
immediate upon the governor’s signature,
rather than waiting the standard 90-day
period. This bill would directly affect small
businesses that need time to prepare their
systems and inventory for the increase.
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A “No” vote supports the NFIB position.
Passed in the House 107-36.

Corporate Tax Loopholes and

10 o Other Tax Increases (HB 4899,
Acceptance of Conference Report): Would
accept the cigarette tax increase, which
would become effective immediately rather
than waiting the standard 90 days, directly
affecting small businesses that need time to
prepare. A “No” vote supports the NFIB
position. Passed in the Senate 26-9.

1 Eminent Domain Reform
e (HB 1770): Would prohibit the

taking by eminent domain of any person’s
property for commercial purposes,
including taking property from one owner
and transferring it to another on the
grounds that the public will benefit from a
more profitable use. A “Yes” vote supports
the NFIB position. Passed in the House by

liable for the fee and increase administra-
tive burdens for all companies. A “Yes”
vote supports the NFIB position. Failed in
the House 25-131.

Voting Key

a voice vote.

Fair Share Payments Amendment
1 2 o (HB 5022): Would strike
proposed changes in the reporting
requirements for small business under the
new healthcare law, including quarterly
filings that would make more companies

Vote in support of proposed
legislation

Vote in opposition of proposed
legislation

Did not vote

Percentage of votes favorable to
NFIB position

MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE

ISSUE NUMBER 123457 8 91112 % ISSUE NUMBER 123457891112 %
NFIB POSITION NNYY Y Y N Y Y 100% NFIB POSITION NNYYNYYNYY 100%
Aguiar, Kevin (D-Fall River) L Y *Y Y N 50% D’Amico, Steven (D-Seekonk) YYYNYYNNYN 40%
Alicea, Geraldo (D-Charlton) YY YN Y NNY N 40% DeLeo, Robert A. (D-Winthrop) YYYNYYNYYN 30%
Allen, Willie Mae (D-Mattapan) YY YN YNY YN 30% deMacedo, Viriato Manuel (R-Plymouth) N N Y Y NY Y N Y Y 100%
Atkins, Cory (D-Concord) YYyF~= YN * YN 38% Dempsey, Brian S. (D-Haverhill) YYYNYYNYYN 30%
Atsalis, Demetrius J. (D-Barnstable) YY YN YNY YN 30% DiMasi, Salvatore F. (D-Boston) YYYNY* NYYN 22%
Ayers, Bruce J. (D-Quincy) YY YN Y NNY N 40% DiNatale, Stephen (D-Fitchberg) YYYNYYNNYN 40%
Balser, Ruth B. (D-Newton) YY YN YNY YN 30% Donato, Paul J. (D-Boston) YYYNYYNYYN 30%
Barrows, Jay (R-Mansfield) NNYY Y Y NY Y 100% Donelan, Christopher (D-Orange) YYYNYYNYYN 30%
Basile, Carlo P. (D-East Boston)* *Y YN YNY YN 38% Driscoll, Joseph R. (D-Braintree) Y* YNYYYNYN 56%
Binienda, John J. (D-Worcester) YY YN YYY YN 40% Ehrlich, Lori (D-Marblehead)* ** Y *YY NYYN 43%
Bosley, Daniel E. (D-North Adams) *Y YN Y NY Y N 40% Eldridge, James B. (D-Acton) YYYNYYNYYN 30%
Bradley, Garrett J. (D-Hingham) YY YN YNY YN 30% Evangelidis, Lewis G. (R-Holden) NNYYNYYNY Y 100%
Brownsherger, William (D-Belmont) YY YN YNY YN 30% Fagan, James H. (D-Taunton) YYYNYYNYYN 30%
Cabral, Antonion F.D. (D-New Bedford) YY YN YNY YN 30% Fallon, Christopher G. (D-Malden) YYYN*YNYYN 33
Callahan, Jennifer M. (D-Sutton) YY YN YNY YN 30% Falzone, Mark V. (D-Saugus) YYYNYYNYYN 30%
Calter, Thomas J. (D-Kingston) YY YN YNY YN 30% Fennell, Robert F. (D-Lynn) YYYNYYNYYN 30%
Campbell, Linda Dean (D-Methuen) YY YN YNYYY 40% Fernandes, John (D-Milford) YYYNYYYYYN 40%
Canavan, Christine E. (D-Brockton) YY YN YY * YN 4% Finegold, Barry R. (D-Andover) YYYNYYNYYN 30%
Canessa, Stephen R. (D-Lakeville) YY YN Y NNY N 40% Flanagan, Jennifer L. (D-Leominster) YYYNYYNNYN 40%
Casey, Paul C. (D-Winchester) YNYN YYYYY 70% Flynn, David L. (D-Bridgewater) YYYNY*Y * YN 38%
Clark, Katherine (D-Melrose)* L YNY Y N 43% Forry, Linda Dorcena (D-Boston) YYYNYYNYYN 30%
Coakley-Rivera, Cheryl A. (D-Springfield) Y Y Y N YNY YN 30% Fox, Gloria L. (D-Roxbury) YYYNYYNYYN 30%
Conroy, Thomas (D-Wayland) YY Y * YNY YN 33% Fresolo, John P. (D-Worcester) YYYNYYNNYN 40%
Costello, Michael A. (D-Newburyport) YY YN YNY YN 30% Frost, Paul K. (R-Auburn) NNYYNYYNYY 100%
Creedon, Geraldine (D-Brockton) YY YN YN *Y N 33% Galvin, Willliam C. (D-Canton) YYYNYYYYYN 40%
Curran, Sean (D-Springfield) YY YN YNY YN 30% Garballey, William C. (D-Arlington)* **Y*YYNYYN 43%
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MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE

ISSUE NUMBER 123 57 9 1112 % ISSUE NUMBER 7 8 1112 %
NFIB POSITION NNY NY N Y Y 100% NFIB POSITION Y Y Y Y 100%
Garry, Colleen M. (D-Dracut) YNY NY N Y Y 80% Murphy, James M. (D-Weymouth) YN Y N 30%
Gifford, Susan W. (R-Wareham) NNY NY N Y Y 100% Murphy, Kevin J. (D-Lowell) YN Y N 30%
Gobi, Anne M. (D-Spencer) YY Y YY N Y N 40% Nangle, David M. (D-Lowell) Y N Y N 33%
Golden Jr., Thomas A. (D-Lowell) YY Y Y * YY N 22% Natale, Patrick M. (D-Woburn) Y N Y N 40%
Grant, Mary E. (D-Beverly) YY Y YY Y Y N 40% Naughton Jr., Harold P. (D-Clinton)*** Y * Y N 50%
Greene Jr., William G. (D-Billerica) YY Y YY N Y N 40% Nyman, Robert J. (D-Hanover) YN Y N 40%
Guyer, Denis E. (D-Dalton) YY Y YY Y YN 30% 0’Day, James J. (D-W. Boylston) YN Y N 30%
Haddad, Patricia A. (D-Somerset) YY Y YY Y YN 30% OFlaherty, Eugene L. (D-Chelsea) Y N Y N 30%
Hall, Geoffrey D. (D-Westford) YY Y YY Y YN 30% Patrick, Matthew (D-Falmouth) YN Y N 33%
Hargraves, Robert S. (R-Groton) NNY NY N Y Y 100% Peake, Sarah K. (D-Provincetown) Y N Y N 30%
Harkins, Lida E. (D-Needham) YY Y YY Y YN 30% Pedone, Vincent A. (D-Worcester) YY Y N 40%
Hill, Bradford (R-Ipswich) NNY NY N Y Y 100% Peisch, Alice H. (D-Wellesley) Y N Y N 40%
Honan, Kevin G. (D-Brighton) YY Y YY Y YN 30% Perry, Jeffrey D. (R-Sandwich) Y * Y Y 100%
Humason Jr., Doanld F. (R-Westfield) NNY NY N Y N 100% Peterson Jr., George N. (R-Grafton) YY Y Y 100%
Hynes, Frank M. (D-Marshfield) YY Y YY Y YN 40% Petrolati, Thomas M. (D-Ludlow) YN Y N 38%
Jones Jr., Bradley H. (R-North Reading) NNY NY N Y Y 100% Pignatelli, William Smitty (D-Lenox) YN Y N 30%
Kafka, Louis L. (D-Sharon) YY Y YY Y Y N 30% Poirier, Elizabeth A. (R-North Attleboro) Y Y Y Y 100%
Kane, Michael F. (D-Holyoke) Y *Y YY YY N 4% Polito, Karyn E. (R-Shrewsbury) YY Y Y 100%
Kaufman, Jay R. (D-Lexington) YY Y YY Y YN 30% Provost, Denise (D-Somerville) Y N Y N 30%
Keenan, John D. (D-Southwick) YY Y YY Y Y N 40% Puppolo, Angelo (D-Springfield) YN Y N 30%
Kennedy, Thomas P. (D-Brockton) YY Y YY Y YN 30% Quinn, John F. (D-Dartmouth) YN Y N 40%
Khan, Kay (D-Newton) YY Y YY Y Y N 30% Reinstein, Kathi-Anne (D-Revere) Y N Y N 30%
Kocot, Peter V. (D-Northampton) YY Y YY Y YN 30% Rice Jr., Robert L. (D-Gardner) YY Y N 56%
Koczera, Robert M. (D-New Bedford) YY Y YY Y YN 33% Richardson, Pam (D-Framingham) YN Y N 40%
Koutoujian, Peter J. (D-Waltham) YY Y YY Y Y N 30% Rodrigues, Michael J. (D-Westport) Y Y Y Y 60%
Kujawski, Paul (D-Webster) YY Y NY N Y N 60% Rogeness, Mary S. (R-Longmeadow) YY Y Y 100%
Kulik, Stephen (D-Worthington) YY Y YY * Y N 33% Rogers, John H. (D-Norwood) YN Y N 30%
Lantigua, William (D-Lawrence) YY Y YY Y YN 30% Ross, Richard J. (R-Wrentham) YY Y Y 100%
Lepper, John A. (R-Attleboro) *N Y NY N Y Y 100% Rush, Michael F. (D-Boston) YN Y N 38%
Linsky, David P. (D-Natick) YY Y YY *Y * 43% Rushing, Byron (D-Boston) YN Y N 30%
Lltalien, Barbara A. (D-Andover) YY Y YY YY Y 40% Sanchez, Jeffrey (D-Boston) * N Y N 22%
Loscocco, Paul J. (R-Holliston) NNY * Y N Y Y 100% Sandlin, Rosemary (D-Agawam) YN Y N 30%
Malia, Elizabeth A. (D-Jamaica Plain) Y * Y YY Y YN 30% Sannicandro, Tom (D-Ashland) Y N Y N 33%
Mariano, Ronald (D-Quincy) YY Y *y YY N 4% Scaccia, Angelo M. (D-Boston) Y N Y N 30%
MccCarthy, Allen (D-East Bridgewater) YY Y YY Y Y N 30% Scibak, John W. (D-S. Hadley) YN Y N 33%
McMurtry, Paul (D-Dedham) YY Y YY Y YN 30% Sciortino, Carl (D-Somerville) YN Y N 33%
Miceli, James R. (D-Wilmington) YY Y YY Y YN 30% Smith, Stephen (D-Everett) Y Y Y N 40%
Moran, Michael (D-Brookline) YY Y YY Y Y N 30% Smizik, Frank Israel (D-Brookline) YN Y N 30%
Murphy, Charles A. (D-Burlington) YY Y YY Y Y N 40% Smola, Todd M. (R-Palmer) YY Y Y 100%
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MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE
ISSUE NUMBER 2 3 7 9 1112 % ISSUE NUMBER 1 4 7 8 91112 %
NFIB POSITION N Y Y N Y Y 100% NFIB POSITION N Y Y Y NY Y 100%
Speliotis, Theodore C. (D-Danvers) YY Y Y Y N 30% Torrisi, David M. (D-North Andover) Y NYY Y NYY 70%
Spellane, Robert P. (D-Worcester) Y Y Y Y Y N 40% Turkington, Eric (D-Falmouth) Y NYYNYYN 30%
Speranzo, Christopher (D-Pittsfield) Y Y Y Y YN 30% Turner, Cleon H. (D-Dennis) Y NYYN®*YN 33%
Spiliotis, Joyce A. (D-Peabody) Y Y Y Y Y N 40% Vallee, James E. (D-Franklin) Y NYYNY YN 30%
St. Fleur, Marie P. (D-Boston) Y Y Y Y YN 30% Verga, Anthony J. (D-Gloucester) Y NYYY * YN 4%
Stanley, Harriet L. (D-West Newbury) N Y Y *Y *r T1% Wagner, Joseph F. (D-Chicopee) Y N YN *YN 33%
Stanley, Thomas M. (D-Waltham) YY Y N Y N 40% Wallace, Brian P. (D-S. Boston) Y NYY *Y YN 33%
Story, Ellen (D-Amherst) Yy Y Y YN 30% Walrath, Patricia A. (D-Stow) Y NYY *Y YN 33%
Straus, William M. (D-Mattapoisett) YY Y Y Y N 40% Walsh, Martin J. (D-Dorchester) Y NYY NY YN 30%
Sullivan, David B. (D-Fallriver) YY Y Y Y N 30% Walsh, Steven M. (D-Lynn) Y NYYNY YN 30%
Swan, Benjamin (D-Springfield) Y Y Y Y Y N 40% Walz, Martha M. (D-Boston) * *Y* N* YN 33%
Timilty, Walter F. (D-Milton) Yy Y Y Y N 30% Webster, Daniel K. (R-Hanson) N Y Y Y NY Y 100%
Tohin, A. Stephen (D-Quincy) YY Y Y Y N 40% Welch, James T. (D-W. Springfield) Y NYY YYYN 40%
Toomey Jr., Timothy J. (D-Cambridge) YY Y Y YN 30% Wolf, Alice K. (D-Cambridge) Y NYY NY YN 30%
MASSACHUSETTS SENATE MASSACHUSETTS SENATE
ISSUE NUMBER 3 5 10 1 % ISSUE NUMBER 3 4 5 6 1011 %
NFIB POSITION Y N N Y 100% NFIB POSITION Y Y N Y N Y 100%
Antonioni, Robert A. (D-Leominster) Y Y Y Y 33% Menard, Joan M. (D-Fall River) Y N Y N Y Y 33%
Augustus Jr., Edward M. (D-Worcester) Y Y Y Y 33% Montigny, Mark C. (D-New Bedford) Y N Y N Y Y 33%
Baddour, Steven A. (D-Methuen) Y Y N Y 50% Moore, Richard T. (D-Uxbridge) Y * Y N Y Y 40%
Berry, Frederick E. (D-Peabody) Y Y Y Y 40% Morrissey, Michael W. (D-Quincy) Y N N N Y Y 50%
Brewer, Stephen M. (D-Barre) Y Y Y Y 33% Murray, Therese (D-Plymouth)** ) A § N/A
Brown, Scott P. (R-Wrentham) Y * N Y 100% 0O’Leary, Robert A. (D-Barnstable) Y N Y Y Y Y 50%
Buoniconti, Stephen J. (D-W. Springfield) Y Y Y Y 33% Pacheco, Marc R. (D-Taunton) Y N Y N Y Y 33%
Candaras, Gale D. (D-Wilbraham) Y Y Y Y 33% Panagiotakos, Steven C. (D-Lowell) Y N Y N Y Y 33%
Chandler, Harriet L. (D-Worcester) Y Y Y Y 33% Petruccelli, Anthony (D-Boston) Y N Y N Y Y 33%
Creedon Jr., Robert S. (D-Brockton) Y * * oy N/A Resor, Pamela P. (D-Acton) Y N Y N * Y 40%
Creem, Cynthia Stone (D-Newton) Y Y Y Y 40% Rosenberg, Stanley C. (D-Amherst) Y N Y N Y Y 33%
Downing, Benjamin B. (D-Pittsfield) Y Y Y Y 33% Spilka, Karen E. (D-Framingham) Y N Y N Y Y 33%
Fargo, Susan C. (D-Lincoln) Y Y Y Y 33% Tarr, Bruce E. (R-Gloucester) Y Y N Y N Y 100%
Galluccio, Anthony D. (D-Cambridge) Y Y Y Y 33% Timilty, James E. (D-Walpole) Y N Y N N Y 50%
Hart, Jack (D-South Boston) Y Y Y Y 33% Tisei, Richard R. (R-Wakefield) Y Y N Y N Y 100%
Hedlund, Robert L. (R-Weymouth) Y N N Y 100% Tolman, Steven A. (D-Brighton) Y N Y N Y Y 33%
Jehlen, Patricia D. (D-Somerville) Y Y Y Y 33% Tucker, Susan C. (D-Andover) Y N Y N N Y 50%
Joyce, Brian A. (D-Milton) Y N N Y 67% Walsh, Marian (D-West Roxbury) Y N Y N Y Y 33%
Knapik, Michael R. (R-Westfield) Y N N Y 100% Wilkerson, Dianne (D-Boston) Y N Y N * Y 33%
Marzilli, Jim (D-Arlington) Y Y * Y 40%  * Reps. Basile, Clark, Ehrlick and Garbally were sworn into office after the session began.

** Senate presidents traditionally do not vote.
McGee, Thomas M. (D-Lynn) Y Y Y Y 33%

*** Rep. Naughton missed votes due to active military service.
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