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1. HB08-1225: Concerning an increase 
in the property tax exemption for 

business personal property, and making an 
appropriation in connection therewith. 
The exemption from the personal property 
tax would increase from the current $2,500 
to $7,000 in three steps: $4,000 for 2008, 
$5,500 for 2009 and 2010, and then $7,000 
for 2011 and 2012. For 2013 and after-
wards, the amount would be increased to 
adjust for inflation on a two-year cycle. 
NFIB has consistently called for an elimina-
tion of the business personal property tax. 
A “Yes” vote supports the NFIB/Colorado 
position. Passed the House 61–0 and 
passed the Senate 34–0. (2008)

2. HB08-1325: Concerning the 
Colorado nonimmigrant 

agricultural seasonal worker pilot program, 
and making an appropriation therefore. 
The pilot program would expedite the 
seasonal worker application so that eligible 
workers could come to Colorado legally, 
safely and in a timely manner, while 
retaining the federal requirements for 
fingerprinting and screening applicants. 
It would also allow Colorado to enter into 
voluntary agreements with foreign coun-
tries for the purpose of expediting the 

seasonal worker application. The program 
would help ensure that seasonal workers 
are available to the businesses that need 
them and give Colorado the opportunity to 
be viewed as an advocate for change. A 
“Yes” vote supports the NFIB/Colorado 
position. Passed the House 46–18 and 
passed the Senate 20–15. (2008)

3. SB08-164: Concerning the 
alignment of the limitation on 

damages for noneconomic loss or injury in 
actions brought pursuant to the Health 
Care Availability Act, with the limitation on 
damages for noneconomic loss or injury in 
general civil actions. The cap on noneco-
nomic damages would be raised and a new 
category of damages for disfigurement 
would be created. These changes would 
adversely affect the practices of health care 
professionals by increasing liability, and 
would therefore increase the cost of health 
care. Small business owners and their 
employees are already at a breaking point 
concerning the affordability of health 
insurance coverage. A “No” vote supports 
the NFIB/Colorado position. Passed the 
Senate 18–16 and was postponed indefi-
nitely in the House committee. (2008)

4. HB08-1393: Concerning the 
creation of a consumer guide to 

hospital charges that includes insurance 
reimbursement rates for diagnostic related 
groups, and making an appropriation 
therefore. Healthcare providers and 
carriers would be required to share more 
information on prices and reimbursement 
rates. Information technology should 
enable all parties to access accurate, user- 
friendly information on costs, quality and 
outcomes. Such transparency is one of the 
key principles of reform supported by 
NFIB in its national small business health-
care reform campaign. A “Yes” vote 
supports the NFIB/Colorado position.
Passed the House 62–2 and passed the 
Senate 35–0. (2008)

5. SB07-117: Concerning the award of 
financial recompense for legal 

expenses to a prevailing party in a civil 
action to remedy unfair employment 
practices regarding legal activities of the 
employee conducted off the premises of the 
employer. The plaintiff bringing the lawsuit 
for unfair employment practices would no 
longer be required to pay attorney’s fees 
and court costs should the plaintiff lose the 
case. Employers could face unwarranted 
lawsuits from terminated employees, who 
felt they were terminated because of their 
activities when off of work, if the “loser 
pays” provision were no longer in place. 
A “No” vote supports the NFIB/Colorado 
position. Passed the House 36–29 and 
passed the Senate 19–14. (2007) 

6. SB07-036: Concerning the inclusion 
of certain additional mental 

disorders in the mandatory health 

2008 eDition

2007–2008 SESSION: Roll call votes by state legislators on those issues 
where NFIB had an official position, and where a Key Vote card was 
used to alert lawmakers that the issue was important to small business, 
are listed below. The Voting Record is only one measure of a legislator’s 
performance. A vote tally does not indicate which legislators repre-
sented small business interests in committees or behind the scenes. 
However, the record does indicate their positions when asked to vote 
on key issues on the floor of the House or the Senate. Please take the 
time to thank those legislators who supported legislation important to 
small business.
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Balmer, David (R, Arapahoe) Dist 39	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

Benefield, Debbie (D, Jefferson) Dist 29	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Borodkin, Alice (D, Denver, Arapahoe) 

Dist 9	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 n	 71%

*Bruce, Douglas (R, El Paso) Dist15	 y	 n	*	 n	 -	 -	 -	 -	N /A

Buescher, Bernie (D, Mesa) Dist 55	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	y	 y	 n	 86%

Butcher, Dorothy (D, Pueblo) Dist 46	 y	 *	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 50%

Carroll, Morgan (D, Arapahoe) Dist 36	 y	 n	*	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 43%

Carroll, Terrance (D, Denver) Dist 7	 y	 y	 *	 *	 y	y	 y	 y	 50%

Casso, Edward (D, Adams) Dist 32	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Curry, Kathleen (D, Eagle, Garfield, 

Gunnison, Hinsdale, Pitkin) Dist 61	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

*Ferrandino, Mark (D, Denver) Dist 2	 y	 n	*	 y	 -	 -	 -	 -	N /A

Fischer, Randy (D, Larimer) Dist 53	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Frangas, Jerry (D, Denver) Dist 4	 *	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 50%

Gagliardi, Sara (D, Jefferson) Dist 27	 y	 n	*	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 43%

Gallegos, Rafael (D, Conejos, Alamosa, 

Costilla, Huerfano, Mineral, Pueblo, 

Rio Grande, Saguache) Dist 62	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Gardner, Bob (R, El Paso, Fremont) Dist 21	 y	 y	 *	 n	 n	n	 y	 n	 86%

Gardner, Cory (R, Adams, Cheyenne, 

Crowley, Kiowa, Kit Carson, Lincoln, 

Morgan, Washington, Yuma) Dist 63	 y	 n	*	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 86%

Garza Hicks, Stella (R, El Paso) Dist 17	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

Green, Gwyn (D, Jefferson) Dist 23	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	 *	 *	 y	 60%

Hodge, Mary (D, Adams) Dist 30	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Jahn, Cheri (D, Denver) Dist 24	 *	 y	 *	 y	 n	y	 y	 n	 83%

Judd, Joel (D, Denver) Dist 5	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Kefalas, John (D, Larimer) Dist 52	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Kerr, Andy (D, Jefferson) Dist 26	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Kerr, James (R, Jefferson) Dist 28	 y	 n	*	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 86%

insurance coverage for mental illness,  
and, in connection therewith, making an  
appropriation. The mental health  
mandatory coverage would include  
additional mental health disorders. 
Additional mandates to large or small 
group insurance, at a time when discussion 
is centered on getting more individuals 
insured and reducing premiums, and at a 
time when the Senate Bill 208 Commission 
is still active, is not supported by  
NFIB/Colorado. A “No” vote supports the 
NFIB/Colorado position. Passed the 
House 45–19 and passed the Senate 25–9. 
(2007)

7. HB07-1325: Concerning an increase 
in the property tax exemption for 

business personal property, and making an 
appropriation therefore. The exemption 
from the personal property tax would 

increase from the current $2,500 to $7,000 
in three steps: $4,000 for 2007, $5,500 for 
2008 and 2009, and then $7,000 for 2010 
and 2011. For 2012 and afterwards, the 
amount would be increased to adjust for 
inflation on a two-year cycle. NFIB has 
consistently called for an elimination of the 
business personal property tax. A “Yes” 
vote supports the NFIB/Colorado  
position. Passed the House 63–0 and  
postponed indefinitely in the Senate  
committee. (2007)

8. HB07-1072: Concerning the  
elimination of the requirements for 

a vote ratifying an all-union agreement. 
Unions would be allowed to close shop on 
a first, simple majority ballot, and workers 
choosing not to join the closed shop would 
be required to still pay a fee for union  
representation. The Colorado Labor  

Peace Act, which has kept the state from 
losing competitive advantage to its  
neighboring right-to-work states,  
established the requirement that labor 
unions seek a second, super-majority vote 
in order to become the bargaining agent for 
a company’s workers. A “No” vote  
supports the NFIB/Colorado position. 
Passed the House 35–29 and passed the 
Senate 19–15. (2007)

	Y	  =	V ote in support of proposed legislation
	N	  =	V ote in opposition of proposed legislation
	 -	 =	R eplaced former legislator during term
			   of office
	 *	 =	E xcused, absent or no vote taken on issue
	N /A	 =	M inimum of five votes required for
			   tabulation
	 %	 =	P ercentage of votes favorable to 
			   nfib position

Voting Key

Colorado House
Issue Number	 1	 2	3	 4	 5	6	 7	 8	 %
NFIB/Colorado POSITION	 y	 y	n	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

Colorado House
Issue Number	 1	 2	3	 4	 5	6	 7	 8	 %
NFIB/Colorado POSITION	 y	 y	n	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%
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King, Steve (R, Delta, Mesa) Dist 54	 y	 n	*	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 86%

Labuda, Jeanne (D, Arapahoe, Denver, 

Jefferson) Dist 1	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Lambert, Kent (R, El Paso) Dist 14	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

Levy, Claire (D, Boulder, Clear Creek, 

Gilpin) Dist 13	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Liston, Larry (R, El Paso) Dist 16	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

Looper, Marsha (R, El Paso) Dist 19	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

Lundberg, Kevin (R, Larimer, Weld) Dist 49	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

Madden, Alice (D, Boulder) Dist 10	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Marostica, Don (R, Larimer) Dist 51	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

Marshall, Rosemary (D, Denver) Dist 8	 y	 n	*	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 43%

Massey, Tom (R, Chaffee, Custer, 

Fremont, Park, Pueblo, Saguache) Dist 60 	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	y	 y	 n	 86%

May, Mike (R, Douglas) Dist 44	 y	 n	*	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 86%

McFadyen, Liane (D, Fremont, Pueblo) 

Dist 47	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 *	 67%

McGihon, Anne L. (D, Arapahoe, Denver) 

Dist 3	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

McKinley, Wes (D, Baca, Bent, Huerfano, 

Las Animas, Otero, Prowers) Dist 64	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

McNulty, Frank (R, Douglas) Dist 43	 y	 n	*	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 86%

Merrifield, Mike (D, El Paso) Dist 18	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 50%

*Middleton, Karen (D, Arapahoe) Dist 42	 *	 y	 *	 y	 -	 -	 -	 -	N /A

Mitchell, Victor (R, Douglas, Teller) 

Dist 45	 y	 n	*	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 86%

Peniston, Cherylin (D, Adams) Dist 35	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Pommer, Jack (D, Boulder) Dist 11	 y	 n	*	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 43%

Primavera, Dianne (D, Adams, Boulder, 

Broomfield, Weld) Dist 33	 y	 n	*	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 43%

Rice, Joe (D, Arapahoe, Jefferson) Dist 38	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	y	 y	 y	 71%

Riesberg, James (D, Weld) Dist 50	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Roberts, Ellen (R, Archuleta, LA Plata, 

Montezuma, San Juan) Dist 59	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	y	 y	 n	 86%

Romanoff, Andrew (D, Arapahoe, Denver) 

Dist 6	 y	 n	*	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 43%

Rose, Raymond (R, Delta, Dolores, 

Montezuma, Montrose, Ouray, San Miguel) 

Dist 58	 *	 y	 *	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

*Scanlan, Christine (D, Eagle, Lake, 

Summit) Dist 56	 y	 y	 *	 y	 -	 -	 -	 -	N /A

Solano, Judy (D, Adams) Dist 31	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Sonnenberg, Jerry (R, Logan, Phillips, 

Sedgewick, Weld) Dist 65	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

Soper, John (D, Adams) Dist 34	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Stafford, Debbie (D, Arapahoe, Elbert) 

Dist 40	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	y	 y	 n	 86%

Stephens, Amy (R, El Paso) Dist 20	 y	 n	*	 y	 n	y	 y	 n	 71%

Summers, Ken (R, Jefferson) Dist 22	 y	 n	*	 y	 n	y	 y	 n	 71%

Swalm, Spencer (R, Arapahoe) Dist 37	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

Todd, Nancy (D, Arapahoe) Dist 41	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 57%

Vaad, Glenn (R, Weld) Dist 48	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

Weissmann, Paul (D, Boulder) Dist 12	 y	 n	*	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	 43%

White, Al (R, Garfield, Grand, Jackson, 

Moffat, Rio Blanco, Routt) Dist 57	 y	 y	 *	 y	 n	y	 y	 n	 86%

Witwer, Rob (R, Jefferson) Dist 25	 y	 n	*	 y	 n	y	 y	 n	 71%

*Legislator Substitutions

Douglas Bruce replaced Bill Cadman

Mark Ferrandino replaced Michael Garcia

Karen Middleton replaced Mike Cerbo

Christine Scanlan replaced Dan Gibbs

Colorado House
Issue Number	 1	 2	3	 4	 5	6	 7	 8	 %
NFIB/Colorado POSITION	 y	 y	n	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

Colorado House
Issue Number	 1	 2	3	 4	 5	6	 7	 8	 %
NFIB/Colorado POSITION	 y	 y	n	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%
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Bacon, Bob (D, Larimer) Dist 14	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 43%

Boyd, Betty (D, Jefferson)  Dist 21	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 43%

Brophy, Greg (R, Cheyenne, Elbert, Kiowa, 

Kit Carson, Lincoln, Logan, Morgan, 

Phillips, Prowers, Sedgwick, Washington, 

Yuma) Dist 1	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	n	 *	 n	 86%

*Cadman, Bill (R, El Paso) Dist 10	 y	 n	n	 y	 -	 -	 *	 -	N /A

*Gibbs, Dan (D, Boulder, Clear Creek, 

Gilpin, Grand, Jefferson, Summit) Dist 16	 y	 y	y	 y	 -	 -	 *	 -	N /A

Gordon, Ken (D, Arapahoe, Denver) Dist 35	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 *	 50%

Groff, Peter (D, Adams, Denver) Dist 33	 y	 n	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 29%

Hagedorn, Bob (D, Arapahoe) Dist 29	 y	 y	n	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 57%

Harvey, Ted (R, Douglas) Dist 30	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	y	 *	 n	 71%

Isgar, Jim (D, Archuleta, Dolores, 

La Plata, Montezuma, Montrose, Ouray, 

San Juan, San Miguel) Dist 6	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 43%

Johnson, Steve (R, Larimer) Dist 15	 y	 y	n	 y	 n	y	 *	 n	 86%

Keller, Maryanne (D, Jefferson) Dist 20	 y	 y	y	 y	 *	 y	 *	 y	 50%

Kester, Kenneth (R, Baca, Bent, Crowley, 

Custer, Fremont, Huerfano, Las Animas, 

Otero, Pueblo) Dist 2	 y	 y	n	 y	 n	y	 *	 n	 86%

Kopp, Mike (R, Jefferson) Dist 22	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	n	 *	 n	 86%

McElhany, Andrew (R, El Paso) Dist 12	 y	 y	n	 y	 n	n	 *	 n	 100%

Mitchell, Shawn (R, Adams, Broomfield, 

Weld) Dist 23	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	n	 *	 n	 86%

Morse, John (D, El Paso) Dist 11	 y	 n	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 29%

Penry,Joshua (R, Garfield, Mesa) Dist 7	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	n	 *	 n	 86%

Renfroe, Scott (R, Weld) Dist 13	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	n	 *	 n	 86%

Romer, Chris (D, Denver, Jefferson) Dist 32	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 43%

Sandoval, Paula (D, Denver) Dist 34	 y	 y	 *	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 50%

Schultheis, David (R, El Paso) Dist 9	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	*	 *	 n	 83%

Schwartz, Gail (D, Alamosa, Chaffee, 

Conejos, Costilla, Delta, Gunnison, 

Hinsdale, Mineral, Pitkin, Rio Grande, 

Saguache) Dist 5	 y	 y	y	 y	 *	 y	 *	 y	 50%

Shaffer, Brandon (D, Boulder) Dist 17	 y	 n	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 29%

Spence, Nancy (R, Arapahoe) Dist 27	 y	 y	n	 y	 n	y	 *	 n	 86%

Takis, Stephanie (D, Adams) Dist 25	 y	 n	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 29%

Tapia, Abel (D, Pueblo) Dist 3	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 43%

Taylor, Jack (R, Eagle, Garfield, Jackson, 

Moffat, Rio Blanco, Routt) Dist 8	 y	 y	n	 y	 y	y	 *	 n	 71%

Tochtrop, Lois (D, Adams) Dist 24	 *	 y	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 33%

Tupa, Ron (D, Boulder) Dist 18	 y	 n	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 29%

Veiga, Jennifer (D, Adams, Denver) Dist 31	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 43%

Ward, Steve (R, Arapahoe, Jefferson) 

Dist 26	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	n	 *	 n	 86%

Wiens, Tom (R, Douglas, El Paso, Lake, 

Park, Teller) Dist 4	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	n	 *	 n	 86%

Williams, Suzanne (D, Arapahoe, 

Denver) Dist 28	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 43%

Windels, Sue (D, Jefferson) Dist 19	 y	 y	y	 y	 y	y	 *	 y	 43%

*Legislator Substitutions

Bill Cadman replaced Ron May

Dan Gibbs replaced Joan Fitz-Gerald

Colorado Senate
Issue Number	 1	 2	3	 4	 5	6	 7	 8	 %
NFIB/Colorado POSITION	 y	 y	n	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%

Colorado Senate
Issue Number	 1	 2	3	 4	 5	6	 7	 8	 %
NFIB/Colorado POSITION	 y	 y	n	 y	 n	n	 y	 n	 100%


